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The conclusions of the meeting of Ministers 
held at the Foreign Office on June. 9th (Gen.180/ 
3rd Meeting) contained two recommendations for 
action by the Foreign Office. The first of these, 
a suggestion that we should ask Washington to look 


into the present position in regard to the subscription | 


of funds by American trades unions for the Jewish 
illegal immigrant traffic, has been met by Foreign 
Office telegram No. 5738 to Washingten of June 11th. 


The second recommendation is that the Secve fang 
of State should acdress personal letters to the 
Foreign Ministers of the countries concerned in 
order to secure the full co-operation of their 
Governments in the suppression of the illegal 
immigrant traffic. I have consulted the Official 
Committee on Illegal Immigration in order to 
eStablish a list of the countries to which we should > 
address ourselves on this subject and we agreed on 
the following:- 


United States 


France Principally concerned 
Italy 


Greece In connexion with the organisation 
of illegal immigrant shipping. 


asec In regard both to the departure of 
Belgium illegal immigrants and he a eor is ich 


and bunkering of shipping. 
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of shipping and. the denial of 
bunkers. 


Denmark 
Portugal) 


Swaden 


The Committee thought that, although Yugoslavia and 
Roumania might again in the future become transit 


areas for the traffic, the fact that there had been nol 


recent flow from there, coupled with the doubtful 
friendship of their Governments, made it undesirable 
for the Secretary of State to address a letter to 
their Forsign Ministers. Now A si. to mw P. 
aunk Honduras, Who are Coopedtuy prte wet ac bgads 

Owing to the difference of degree to which the 
various countries are involved in the traffic, the 
draft letters have had to be phrased in several cases 
on different lines. wr. Higham of the Colonial 
Office, one of the joint secretaries of the Official 
Committee on Illegal Tanigration, has seen and agreed 
the drafts for the Committee. 
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Nothing to be Written in this Margin. 


: : Minutes. 
Es 001{48| $4 a 
etary. , 
At yesterday's meeting on Jewish illegal 
immigration, the Secretary of State informed 
his colleagues that according to his information 
subscriptions to Jewish appeals for funds from 
American Trades Union&.sources were drying up. 


He asked me to enquire the position of Washington 
and I submit a telegram. 


1, ¢- eid | 


J.G.S. Beith. 


June 10th, 1947. 
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BRIEF FOR THE SECRETARY OF STATE ‘FOR TH 
MEETING GF MINISTERS ON JEWISH ILLEGAL 
IMMIGRATION TO BE HELD AT 3-30 P.M. 


ON MONDAY, JUNE 9th. 


The following papers have been prepared by the Official 
Committee and will be taken by Ministers. 


(a) A Progress Report (GEN.186/3) 
(bo) A paper on the question of introducing legislation 
to enable suspected ships to be held in harbour 
(GEN. 180/5) : _ ye 
(c) A paper on propaganda to the Jews in Burope to 
| counter Zionist propaganda (GEN. 180/4) : 
d) A paper on the question of returni i lL imni 
( ) to’ the country of embarkation ARN. 180763 aici uaa 
(a) - The Progress Report - has been agreed by the 
Official Committee, on which all departments concerned are 
represented, and the only detail which requires amendment is 
the last sentence of paragraph 13 (Ag@rican collaboration}. 
Kastern Department learnt after the ‘report was prepared that 
Sir Orme Sargent finally decided not to send in to Mr. Douglas 
a short brief with cuttings prepared by H.M. Embassy in 
Washington, Since it was out of date in relation to the facts 
quoted during Sir Orme Sargent's interview with the Ambassador. 
As regards the section on France (paragraphs 7 to 9) I 
Should mention that, although we have been somewhat disappointed 
by the attitude of the French authorities in regard to 
controlling the traffic, there have been no recent departures 
of illegal immigrant vessels, either loaded or in ballast, 
from Francee Apart from their refusal to take back illegal 
immigrants who reach Palestine from France the French 
authorities have made difficulties about clearing with us the 
visas of final destination of parties leaving France and the 
nominal rolls of such parties. The Embassy still hope to 
secure a satisfactory arrangement of these last two points. 
We feel that there is some likelihood that the traffic from 
France will now dry up and that the French authorities, in 
spite of their unwillingness to tie themselves down, will — 
in fact now take effective measures against the traffic. In any | 
case the best course seems to be to watch the situation 
closely and, should the French lapse again, make further strong 
representations leaving them in no doubt that we regard the 
continuance in the traffic as an unfriendly act on the part of 
Francee The French can stop the traffic if they will. 
The Italians on the other hand are’ill equipped to do so. 
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(bo) - Powers to detain suspect ships - contains 
recommendations in paragraph 14 which meet the requirements 
of the Foreign Officee It strengthens the hand of this 
department in making representations to foreign governments 
if we can point to powers which we ourselves have taken to 
detain ships or otherwise embarrass the organizers of the > 
traffice The Governor of Gibraltar has already taken such 


‘powers, / 


powers, on the instructions of His Majesty's Government. 
If the other departments concerned agree, as they have 
done, to the introduction of similar legislation in the 
United Kingdom I do not think. that it is for the Foreign 
Office to demur. 


(c) - Propaganda to prevent Jews in Europe from 
falling into illegal immigration channels - states a 


conclusion “and recommendation in which sastern Department 
concur. There are two principal objections to our 
setting up a new organization for "black" propaganda 
designed to turn back the Jewish exodus from Eastern 
Europe. First. this is a measure of political warfare 
which it is hardly desirable for us to adopt at.a moment 
when the whole Palestine. question is sub judice with the 
United Nations and, secondly, the results of Such a 
campaign could only be long-term and are not likely to 

be great. The Jews are being impelled to emigrate by a 
strong feeling of uncertainty about their future in 
Kurope and a fanatical nationalism. It is not clear that 
we have the material for effective counter propaganda 

' to these inducements. 


(dj) - The question of returning illegal immigrants 
to the country of embarkation - is the main question of 
principle to be decided by Ministers at this meeting. 

All departments are agreed that if we could take such 
action it would constitute a.valuable deterrent to the 
traffic.e On the other hand the legal and practical 
difficulties are considerable. 


On the legal aspects, the second Legal Adviser has 
given it as his opinion that we should distinguish between 
the extent to which we can argue that a country should 
receive back illegal immigrants and the extent to which we 
are entitled to enforce our view by taking the immigrants 
back and dumping them in the country of departure. 

Mre Fitzmaurice thinks that we have a fairly strong, though 
not an absolutely clear, legal case for representing that 
these people should be taken back. On the other hand this 
is very different from our being entitled to take action 

of an enforcement character. States have been known to 
fail to fulfil their obligations but this does not mean 
that one is entitled to take forcible action to compel them 
to do SOe A British transport carrying back illegal 
immigrants could enter an Italian port but, if the local 
authorities refused to let the passengers land, there 

would be nothing to do except to take them away again. 

(NeB- The War Office have asked whether a British ship 
could legally enter [Italian territorial waters with an 
armed guard on boarde The answer is that if the guard. 
were taking back Jews with the consent of the Italian 


Government/ 
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Government it would presumably have permission to enter 
territorial waters and, if not, the action of forcibly 
returning Jews would be far more drastic than the proposal 
at issue, which would therefore in practice not arises 


- On the political aspect of the guestion, it seems 
evident that we should not return Jews py force or stealth 
to Italy, which would be an act of force out of proportion 
to the culpability of the Italian Government in failing to 
prevent the departure of these Jews (they originate in 
central Europe and are only in Italy as a country of 
transit). Nevertheless it is important to establish the 
principle that such people can be returned and our logical 
action would appear to be to press the Italians strongly 
on an ad hoc basis, when the next case arises, to take 
illegal immigrants back. sir Noel Charles thinks that the 
Italians will refuse unless we can arrange for the Jews to be 
conducted back through Italy to Germany, which is hardly 
feasible. (It would involve securing the consent of the 
UeS. zonal authorities of Germany and Austria to our 
conducting the Jews back there through Italy. ) 


The question for decision is whether we should proceed 
to extremes in forcing the Italians to receive back illegal 
immigrant Jews. The agreed recommendation of Hastern 
Department, Western Department and the Legal Adviser on 
this point is as follows: 

(a) We should not return illegal immigrants by force 
or stealth to Italy against the will of the 
Italian Government. Before taking such action 
we Should have to be quite clear that we oursJeves 
nad done absolutely everything within our own 
vower to prevent the traffic. In this connexion 
it should be remarked that we have not mined 
Palestine waters and that Ministers recently decided 
not to intercept illegal immigrant vessels with 
the consent of the flag state, which we could legally do. 


On the first occasion that we have definite proof that 
a shipload of Jewish illegal immigrants have embarked 
from Italy, we Should press the Italian Government 
very strongly to take them back. There may indeed 
be a basis for action in the case of ships which 
have recently arrived in Palestine from South Italy. 
We could promise the Italian Government our Support 
with the various refugee organisations to see that 
returned Jews are looked after: moreover the 
Italian Government can always insist on this with 
whatever refugee organisations are receiving 
hospitality in Italy. 


(b ) 


The legal basis of our representations should be 
clearly stated to the Italian Government in such a 
way as to build up as far as possible a "doctrine" 
regarding refoulement which we could ask other 

countries to accept and for which if necessary we 
could seek the confirmation of the United Nations. 


(c) 
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There has been no meeting of Ministers about illegal we Re We ee ne 
immigration since the meeting on 13th May (GEN. 180/2nd : ee oy. 7 a Fa 


Meeting), but the Official Committee have continued their 
work, | 


2. The Orricial Comnittee have now prepared the 
following papers for consideration by Ministers:- 


(a) A Progress Report (GEN, 180/3) 


(b) A paper on the question of introducing 
legislation to enable suspected ships to be- 
held in harbour (GEN, 180/5) 


(c) A paper on propaganda to the Jews in Europe 
to counter Zionist propaganda (GEN 1380/4) 


he Oe... 
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(ad) A paper on the question of returning illegal 
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GEN. 4730/6) 


3. It would be convenient if a meeting to deal with 
these papers could be held early next week. 
think that we might try to arrange a meeting at 3.30 p.m. 


on hionday, 9th June? 
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uth June, 1947. 
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FPORBIGN SECRI?ARY es 


WEBTING ON ILLEGAL IMMIGRASTON 
IO PALES'i ns ON Sa JUNE, 157, 


Smee 


AD 3.30 Pil. 


Nhe following have been invited to avvend:- 


ldinister of Detence 

Secretary of State Tor the Colonies 

First Lord of the Adniral ty 

Secretary of State for War 

Minister of Transport 

Sir Thomas Lloyd (Chairman of the Official 
Committee) 


oe “he first iten for consideration is a Progress Revort 


by the Official Committee (Gal. 1360/3). Wne iio St 
controversial points in this report, nauwely - 


(a) Whe »ronosal that lesislation should be 
introduced to enable shivs to be 
detained in terour 


(b) Whe propaganda cemaign to Jews in kurope. 


(c) he return of illegal immigrants to their 
country of origin. 


ape covered by separate papers on the Agenda. YOU si@y y 
however, wish to ask Sir YVaomas Lloyd whevher he has any 
coirtuents to inake on the table or figures showins the 
oresent state of the traftic. 
De Other points for discussion arising from the report 
see to pe ¢3- 
(aj) Yue present »osition regarding the "President 
Warfiela", the ship about which you took 
action after the last weeting (paragraph 4 
of the Report). 


(b) Whether sufficient efrort is being devoted 
py the Intelligence Services to the que stion 
of illegal imiigration (paragraph 20 of the 
report). 


Lis 
(GE. 160 on the auestion of taking vowers to devain 
suspected shins. In this ie 
chat chere are grave objections, both of principle and in 
practice, to the introduction of legislation, but wake the 
point that one shio escaping “rom a British oort for lack of 
such lesislation would nullify all our etforts to persuade 
Foreign Powers to hold up suspected ships. Since they are 
satistied that it cannot be guaranteed that any shin can be 
neld up indefinitely by administrative measures, the 
Comittee conclude that Legislation in this country Lis 
necessarye 


Be Tt is understood that the necessary powers could 
orobably be secured by a one clause Bill; even so, it 
would clearly be very Gifficult, in the present state of the 


Mie second iten is a Memorandua by tne Official Coiililtt ee 


norandui the Coumittee recognise 
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lesislative progranme, to Pind time for such a Bill in 
the present Session. 


or You will no doubt wish to ask the Minister of 
Vransport and the First Lord of the Adairalty for their 
views on the Coimittee's proposal. 


re G@hne third iten is a Memorandum by the Official 
Comittee (GEN. S0/l.) on the subject of propaganda to 

Jews in Burope. At the last ineeting you endorsed sea tne 

Tine  »roposed ar the OfPicial Conmlivee. Since then 

they have been carefully into éhe difficulties of conducting 
a full seale wropagondu Grive to counter the storles of 

nilk and toney put out by the Zionists. While they 


a 


recopnise that it inay be dirficult to reach Jews in Burope 
by press and radio , they do not think it worth while to set 
up the elaborate inachinery necessary to control 


clandestine propaganda.e 


Ge The last item is a Hote by the Joint Secrevar 
the Official Committee (GH. 1507/0) on the revurn of 
illeral immigrants | tO. loaly. “ne Note covers a telegran 
(Annex il) froin Heit. Ambassador at Rome e2 pressing she 
opinion that the Italian Governinent would react strongly 
against any attempt on our part to Torce then to accept 
back Lamicrants proved to have @iubarked in Italy. the 
question therefore arises whether, ana how, we could force 


the Italians to accept them back. 


aduasafay 


Ge Nhois is a iatter to which the Official Conmittee 
attaches great importance for they consider that to return 
sole of the imsilgrants to Burope would be "by far the Most 
effective single counter stroxe”". 


140. ‘whe points raised are mainly matters vor the Horelen 
Office, but you will, no doubt, wish to ask tne secretary 
of State for the Colonies, the linis ver of Yransoort and 

the First Lord of the Admiralty about the practical Side 

of returning a ship-load of inmigrants. 
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11. AccommodatLon for Illegal Diiaigrants. You tay wish 
50 ask the Secretary or State for the Colonies, with 
reverence to the previous discussion (GEN. 160/2nd 
Mecting, Lirnuve 2) what is the present position about 
extending the capacity ot the Cyorus and Palestine cuilps. 
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FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1. 


Despatched 
DIG rp  gumey 1947. 
Washington. Sec cate cleanin 
Jew uk ULegaLl im wig val wn . 


T am informed that 


been a falling off in the subscription of 


GYpNer wecevee . 
funds for Jewish illegal immigration amongst 


MARGIN. 


Cabinet Distribu- 


tion. American Trades Unions, and that this source 


Gry up altogether. 


THIS 


oe Please report whether you can confirm 


this information. 
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CABINET DISPRIBUTION | 
FROM FORBIGN OFFICH TO WASHINGTON 


Ne. 5738 D. 4.00 pom. 11th June 1947 


1ith Jume 1947 


eccccc¢ 


ia 


Jewish illegal immigration. | 

I am infermed that there has been a falling off in the qj | | 
subseriptien ef funds fer Jewish illegal immigration | _ | _ 
amongst American Trades Unions, and that this course may & - 
possibly dry up altegether. 

2. Please repert whether you can confirm this 
information. 
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Sir Thomas Lloyd, 


Hon. A.V. Alexander, 
Minister of Defence Secretary of State 


Hon. Viscount Hall, 
Lord of the Admiralty 
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/ GEN. 130/3rd Mceting ye 
oe par: 


CABINET 
PALESTINE: ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION 


PETA CECE LAO, SLL UES OC na STEN, A TT TTS CS TALS EES 


PRESENT : 


Na ERAT, ONAN ONES 


The Rt. Hon. Ernest Bevin, M.P., 
seeretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs. (In the Chair) 


Colonies 


The Rt. Hon. Alfred Barnes, M.P., 
Minister of Transport 


THE FOLLOWING WERE ALSQ PRESENT: 


Sir Frank Newsam, 


Colonial Office Home Office 


Mr. J.M. Martin, Mr. J.G.S. Beith, 
Colonial Office Foreign Office 


Minute No. 


1 


Mr. W.V.dJ. Evans, 
Foreign OLrice 


SECRETARIAT 


Mr. S.E.V. Luke 
Commander W. Evershed 


CONTENTS 


Sub ject 

PROGRESS REPORT BY THE CHAIRMAN OF 

THE OFFICIAL COMMITTEE 3 
POWERS TO DETAIN SUSPECTED SHIPS 
APPEAL TO FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS 
PROPAGANDA TO THE JEWS IN EUROPE 
RETURN OF ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS TO COUNTRY 

OF ORIGIN 


MINUTES of a Meeting of Ministers held in the 
Forcign Secretary's Room, Foreign 


OFT ice, oeWaley 
on MONDAY, 9TH JUNE, 1947, at 3.30 p.m. 


The Rt. Hon. A, Creech Jones 
for the 


The Rt. Hon. F,J. Bellenger, M.P,, 
Secretary of State for War 
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1, PROGRESS REPORT BY THE CHAIRMAN OF THE OFFICIAL COMMITTEE 
(Previous Reference: GEN. 180/2nd Meeting, Minute 1 


The Committee considered a Progress Report by the Chairman 
of the Official Illegal Immigration Committee (GEN. 180/3) on 
the measures taken against illegal immigration since the last 
meeting of the Ministerial Committee. 


The Committee were satisfied: that substantial success had 
been achieved in recent weeks in controlling this traffic by 
the combination of strong diplomatic pressure and administra- 
tive obstruction. 


THE FOREIGN SECRETARY thought that President Truman's 
recent statement condemning terrorism and illegal immigration 
would have a marked effect on the supply of funds which would 
be forthcoming for the traffic in the United States. For 
instance, he understood that substantial contributions had 
hitherto been made by the trade unions in the United States. 
but that, in view of the President's statement, these contri- 
butions would probably now cease. It would be advisable to 
enquire into this’point. : 


The Committee:- 


(1) Took note, with approval, of the Progress Report by 
the Chairman of the Official Committee. 


(2) Invited the Foreign Secretary to ascertain from His 
Majesty's Ambassador in Washington whether con- 
tributions were being made by the trade unions 
in the United States towards the illegal 
immigration traffic. 


2.  POWHRS TO DETAIN SUSPECTED SHIPS 


The Committee considered a memorandum by the Official 
Committee (GEN. 180/5) recommending that legislation should 
be introduced in the United Kingdom to enable ships of foreign 
registration, suspected of being concerned in the illegal 
immigration traffic, to be detained in United Kingdom ports. 


 _ The Official Committee pointed_out that there were 
serious objections on grounds of principle to the enactment 
of such legislation. Firstly, the giving. of directions to 
detain a particular ship would have to be in exercise of 
arbitrary powers of the Executive, since we should be dealing 
only with ships suspected of being about to engage in illegal 
Glatt iC. It would follow that it would probably be necessary 
to exclude by the Bill any right of recourse to the Courts. 
Secondly, it might clearly be most damaging to our interests 
as a maritime nation to establish a precedent for such 
arbitrary executive action against ships of a foreign flag. 
Against these objections account had to be taken of the grave 
risk that, if one suspected ship were to leave a British 
port and thereafter to engage in the illegal immigration 
traffic, all our efforts to persuade foreign Governments to 
prevent such ships from leaving their harbours would almost 
certainly be nullified. The Official Committee had. reached 
the conclusion that the last consideration was a decisive 
argument in favour of legislation on the lines recommended. 
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The Committee were impressed by the strength of the 
objections to the enactment of such legislation to which the 
Official Committce had drawn attention in their memorandum; 
in particular, they felt-that legislation of this nature 
would establish a precedent which might prove a grave embarrass- 
ment in the future, without securing conpensating advantages 
for the immediate purpose of checking the traffic. . Few of the 
suspected ships were in practice likely to use United Kingdom 
ports, and it was by no means certain that the enactment of 
such legislation would call forth any greater degree of 
co-operation from foretgn Governments. In the circumstances, 
the Committee thought that we should continue to rely on the 
maintsnance of firm diplomatic pressure on the foreign Govern- 
ments concerned, and on harassing the traffic by such admini- 
strative cxpedients as were possible. 7 


SIR FRANK NEWSAM said that it was not possible to detain 
Ships in harbour for an indefinite period by administrative 
measures. In any event, such measures had no legal support, 
and there was a serious risk that action might be taken in the 
Courts to secure redress. 


| THE FOREIGN SECRETARY thought that too much importance 
ought not to be attached to the legal risks involved in 
administrative action. Indeed, there might be a substantial 
advantare in the publicity which would be thrown on the 
lllegal immigration traffic if a case should be taken to the 
Courts. | | . 


The Committee:- 


Agreed that it would not be advisable to enact 
legislation to enable ships of foreign registra- 
tion, suspected to be destined for the illegal 
immigration traffic, to be detained in United 
Kingdom ports. 


3. APPEAL TO FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS 


THE FOREIGN SECRETARY: said that one of the results of 
President Truman's statement would be that foréign Governments 
would be more ready to co-operate in measures against the 
illegal immigration traffic. It was clearly important, not 
only to maintain strong diplomatic pressure during the 
remaining months of the summer, but to take immediate advantage 
of the favourable situation created by the President's statement. 
He thought that it might be useful if he were to write personally 
to the Foreign Secretaries of the maritime countries concerned 
emphasising the nature of the traffic and urging them to afford 
all possible assistance in suppressing it. 


The Committee: - 


Invited the Foreign Secretary to make a personal 
appeal to the Foreign Secretaries of all 
interested countries in order to seoure the 
full co-operation of their Governments in the 
Suppression of the illegal immigration traffic. 
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4, PROPAGANDA TO _ THE JEWS IN EUROPE. 
(Previous Reference: GEN. T80/e2nd Meeting, Minute 1) 


The Committee considered a memorandum by the Official 
Committee (GEN. 180/44) examining the implications of the 
proposal for a full-scale propasanda campaign to the Jews in 
Hurope. 


SIR THOMAS LLOYD said that such a campaign would comprise 


propaganda of two types - "white" propaganda, such as Press 


articles and radio talks, based on factual information: and 
"black" propaganda which would normally involve clandestine 
action and would not necessarily have strict regard for the 
facts. It was notorious that "black" propaganda might, 
unless most carefully dirceted and handled, prove most 
embarrassing ta the Government. Before such propaganda 
could be undertaken, it would, therefore, be necessary to set 
up a competent organisation in London to direct it. This 
would necessarily take time; quick results could not be 
expected and nothing effective could be achieved before next 
Oetoper. Even if a decision by the United Nations had not 
then brought the illegal immigration traffic to an end, the 
autumn weather would do So. 


It w2s generally agreed that it would not be advisable to 
set up at this stare the elaborate machinery necessary for 
controlling "black" propaganda. In discussion it was noted 
that the high Commissioner for Palestine had reported that 
there were some 5,000 Jews in Palestine who wished to return’ 
to Europe, and it was agreed that the possibility of giving 
publicity to this fact ought to be considered. 


The Committee: 


(1) Approved the recommendations made in paragraph 9 
of GEN. 180/4. : 


(2) Invited the Secretary of State for the Colonies to 
obtain confirmation of the number of Jews in 
Palestine wishing to return to Europe and to 
consider how this might best be given publicity. 


5. ETURN OF ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS TO COUNTRY OF ORIGIN 
(Previous Reference: GEN. T80/end Meeting, Minute 1) 


The Committee considered a note by the Joint Secretary of 
the Official Comnittce (GEN. 180/6) covering a telegram from 
His Majesty's Ambassador in Rome, expressing the view that 
the Italian Government would reject any proposal that illegal 
immigrants, who had sailed from an Italian port, should be 
readmitted to Italy. 


In discussion, it was pointed out that the problem of 
returning a shipload of illegal immigrants was not comparable 
with the normal practice of refoulement, under which a ship 
that brought an immigrant without legal right of entry to 
this country was required to take him back again. The ships 
earrying illegal immigrants that arrived off the Palestine , 
coast were generally unfit to make the return journey. This 
meant that the veturn of illegal immigrants to their country 
of embarkation could be effected only by towing back the ship 
in which they had arrived, or by transferring them to another 


oo 
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ship. .Both these courses involved practical and legal 
difficulties which required careful examination. Until these 
questions had been examined, it was not possible to reach a 
firm conclusion on the points raised by His Majesty's 
Ambassador. | 


THE FORHIGN SECRETARY thought that we should not shrink 
from taking drastic action, if this was likely to be effective 
in suppressing the traffic. The British Government need not 
fear an appeal to an international tribunal on such an issue. 
Any opportunity for securing publicity about the nature of 


the traffic ani cur own efforts to cope with it would be 
welcome. 


The Committee:- 
Invited the First Lord of the Admiralty and the 
Minister of Transport to circulate a joint 
memorandum on the practical possibility of 


returning illegal immigrants to their countries 
of embarkation. 


Cabinet Office, S.W.1. 


10TH JUNE, 19447. 
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IMMEDIAT yoy a ee | oe ee ee 


The Chanceries Dear Chancery, re as ee a ee 


at: : | 
We send you herewith a personal Sue ete a | 
letter from the Secretary of State to coo Se en ee ae pak ee 
the Minister for Noreign Affairs of the : 7 | | 
~_.___ | Country in which you reside, requesting “ee | 
ie aaa eee, Weise ee foe or i 
> the latter's full co-operation in Oh Ny SRR oo - yes a ee ; 
z preventing the Jewish illegal immigration ae oe | 3 
raffic. ee eh Oe | na | 
> We shall be grateful if you will iat: (a ae a ony we ea | 
Wu arrange to have this letter delivered , Bee Oe aa ‘rane ' ae | | | Ch 
0 as soon 4S possible. 7 
Yours ever, See | ite ne | ae ee ea ee : 
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Paris | Copenhagen 
Brussels Lisbon 
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FOREIG OFFICE, S. W. 1. 
39th June, 1947. 


(E 5001/46/a) 
CONFIDENTIAL 
IMMEDIATE 


Dear Chancery, 


We send you herewith a 
personal letier from the 
Secretary of State to the 
Minister for Foreiz.. Affairs in 
the country in which you reside, 
requesting the latter's full 
co-operation in preventing the 
Jewish illegal immigration 
traffic. 


we Shall be grateful if you 
Will arrange to have this letter 
delivered as soon as possible. 


Yours ever, 


BRASTERN DEPARTMENT. 


Addressed to: 


The Chanceries at 
Rome 


Stockholm 
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Mee Marshell, 
Washington. 


(From Secretary of 
State) 


# 


| 
: 
: 


Lord Inverchapel will have told you of 
our grave concern at the persistent and 


Successful attempts of Jewish organisations 


to send Jewish illegal: immigrants to “alestine’ 


from various European countries and will nave 
explained to you how much we regret that the 
funds for this illegal immigrant traffic are 
largely subscribed in the United States. 

For this reason, 4.M.G. have ere 
valued the recent Statement of President. 
Truman calling the attention of the American 
people to the resolution recently ra by 
the United Nations Assembly : ange A 
acovernments and peoples to refrain, pending 
action by the General Assembly on the report 


of the Special Committee on Palestine. from 


the threat or use of force, or any other 


action which might create an atmosphere 
prejudicial to an early settlement of the 
question of palestine. We hope also that the 
Wun Tryave 
publicity We Tic has given to Cadogan's note. 
to him,jasking that all Member States should 
take the strictest precautions to snerent the 
transit through their territory and the 
departure from their ports of Jews attempting 
to enter Palestine illegally,will discourage 
the activities of the organisers of this 
traffic, who are using Jewish refugees as a 


means of exerting political pressure on the 


Governnent/ 
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Government of Palestine at a moment when the 
future of that country is under consideration by 
the United Nations. 

May we count upon the assistance of your 
Government in preventing the situation from 


deteriorating still further? I should like 


. 


to ask in particular that United States officials 


and representatives on charitable ana refuzee 


; x 
organisations in. Burope should be 


discourage the unauthorised movement of Jewish 


MARGIN. 


refugees leading to the Jeparture of illegal 


imaigrant ships for Palestine. My colleagues and 


IN THIS 


I feel very strongly that the orvanisers of this 
Ural ae Are: Net: on iy endjanvering the peace and 
security of the Middle Bast but are nor flouting 


the authority of the nited Nations. 
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For this reason, His Majesty's Goverment heve 
greatly valued the recent statement of President 
Truman calling the attention of the American peopls 
to the resolution resentiy adopted by the United Natione 
Ageembly requesting all. Govermments and peoples to 
refrain, pending action vy the General Assembly on the 
report of the Speeial Gaanittes on Palestine,from ¢t 
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J.G.S. 3. 
Cty 
Bidault, 


(From Secretary 
of State) 


Deer denser Bit het 


You may remember that I raised with 


you, during our stay in Moscow, the question 


of Jewish illezal immigration into Palestine, 


which has eqused the Government of Falestine 
and H.M.G. very serious preoccupation 
diring recent months. Representatives of 
Embassy at Paris and experts from 
competent Departments in London were 
later able to discuss measures to control 
the traffic with French officials at the 
Quai d'Orsay on May 12th. 
| I should like to take this opportunity, 
when the efforts of tr08e responsible for 
orranising this dishonest traffic are at 
their peak, to thank you for the collabor- 
ation which 4.M.G. have SO far received 
from the ¥rench Government and to emphasise 


the importance which 4.M.G. continue to 


attach to preventing illezal immigration. 


The French Government can help us by 


preventing the lJepyarture of illicit groups 


from the South of France without proper visas 


of destination @mmenteito Splestime, in an 
attempt to break the immigration laws of 
tine , pe 

and by discouraging the 

provision of shipoing for the traffic. 


There is one ship in particular which is 


Strongly Suspected of being destined for 


illegal immigration and which has recently 


returneil to the French port of Port de Bouc 


i 


from Italy. 


a ship with 3 
| 2,000 
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to enter Yralestin 


tac activities of 


from Italy. This is the "President Warfield, 

a ship with an estimated capacity of approximkhtely 
' 2,000 ) 
wpese: the arrival of this number of 


illezal immigrants in Palestine would gravely 
amd ol the MWddle E ant | 
endanger the veaqt@o qt countr . tre Hnrp 


WA 
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delayed at cur instance by the Italian 
authorities ani she vas eventually given 
coastwise clearance only. May I ask you 


to give your most sympathetic consideration 


MARGIN. 


to the representations which you will have 


MARGIN. 


recéived from H.M. Hmbassy with regard to 


the control of this vessel? 


IN THIS 
THIS 


We have received signal support in our 


IN 


efforts to check the illegal immigrant 

traffic in the recent statement of President 
Truman calling the attention of the American 
people to the resolution recently adopted by 


the United Nations Assembly reguesting all 


TO BE WRITTEN 


sovernments and peoples to refrain, pending 
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action by the General Assembly on the report 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


of the Special Committee on Palestine, from 


NOTHING 


the threat or use of force. or any other 

action which nicht’ create an atmosphere 

pré judicial to an early settlement of the 

question of Palestine. We hope also that the 
fey ve 515 A. 


publicity 3%f Lie has given to,cadogan's note 


to him, asking that all Member States should 


take the strictest precautions to srévent the 


transit through their territory and the 
de ,arture from their ports of Jews attemoting | 
to enter Palestine illegally, neue discourage | 
tae activities of the organisers of this 


traffic/ 


{pure people 


traffic, wae(Gre using Jewish refugees as 4 
means of exerting political pressure on the 
Government of Palestine at 2 moment when the 
future of that country is under consideration 
by the United Nations. 
| Ara Suv Coun 

Mesmume Fount upon the assistance of your 

Government in preventing the situation in 


Palestine from dJeteriorating still further®S a 


IN THIS MARGIN. 
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- OUT FILE 


2/th June : 4 O47. 2 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Dear Monsieur Bidault, 


You may remember that I raised with you, during our 
stay in Moscow, the question of Jewish illegal immigration 
into Palestine, which has causeca the Covernuent of 
palestine and His Majesty's Governuent very serious 
preoccupation during recent aionths. Representatives of 
His Majesty's Embassy at Paris and experts from the 
competent departuents in London were iater able to discuss 
measures to control the traffic with French officials at 
the Quai d'Orsay on the 12th May. 


I should like to ‘ake this opportunity, when the 
efforts of those responsible for organising this dishonest 


traffic are at their peak, to thank you for the collaboration iia 


which His Majesty's Government have so far received from 
the French Governwent and to euphasise the i.portance which 
His Majesty's’ Government continue to attach to preventing 
illegal imuigr@tion. The Freneh Government can help us by 
preventing the departure of dilicit groups from the south 


of France without proper visas of destination, in an attenpt [i 


to break the immigration laws of Palestine, and by 
discouraging the provision of Shipping for the traffic. 
There is one ship in particular which is strongly suspected 
of being destined for illegal immigration and which has — 
recently returned to the French port of Port de Bouc from 


Italy. 


Rxcellency 


Monsieur Georges Bidault. 
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Italy. This is the “President wartiield”, @ 3hip with an 
“. estimated capecity of approximately 2,000: the arrival 
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gravely endanger the peace of that eountry and of the 
Widdle west. The ship's departure was considerably delayed 
at our instence by the [talian authorities snc she was 
eventually given coastwise clearance only. ilay I ask you 

to give your most sympathetic consideration to the 
representations which you will have received trom His 
Hajesty's Embassy with regard to the control of this vessel? 


we have received signal Support in our efforts to check 
the illegal immigrant traffie in the recent statement of 
President Truman calling the attention of the American 
people to the resolution recently adopted by the United 
Nations Assembly requesting all Governments snd peoples to 
refrain, pending action by the General Assembiy on the 
report of the Special Comaittee on Palestine, from the 
threat or use of foree, or any other action which might 
create an atmosphere prejudicial to an early settlement of 
the question of Palestine. We hope also that the 


publicity whieh wr. Trygve Lie hes given to Sir Alexander 


Cadogan's note to him, asking thai all Hember States should 
take the strictest precautions to prevent the traneit 
through their territory and the departure from their ports 
of Jews attempting to enter Palestine illegally, will | 
discourage the activities of the organisers of this traffic. 
These people are using Jewish refugees a5 4 means of 
exerting political pressure on the Government of Palestine 
at a moment when the fubure of that country is under 
consideration by the United Nations. 

tT am sure that we can count upon the assistance of 
your Government in preventing the Situation in Palestine 
from deteriorating still further as a result of the 
continued flow of illegal iumigrants. 


Yours Sincerely, 


Arirnwok Rurtn 
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Registry 

No. " 
“Rap xSéerntx 
SeKvsx 
Confidential. 
ROS DPeaL 


Belgian MARA. 
Netherlands NM. FR. A. 


(From Secretary of 
| State) 


You will, I am sure, be aware of the 
grave concern with which my colleagues and I 
view the continued operation of the Jewish 
illegal immigrant traffic into Palestine. 

The matter is one which is vital to the peace 
of palestine and the Middle Hast. Ble tk 


Ambassador has been in close touch with the 


Belgian _—s_ authorities on this subject and. 
Netherlands | 


I should now like to convey to you. personally 


an expression of my appreciation of the help 
that your Government have been able to give us 
in this matter. 

We have received signal Support in our 
efforts to ened ee illegal immigrant traffic 
in the recent statement of President Truman 
calling the attention of the American people 
to the resolution recently adopted by the 
United Nations Assembly re juestine 411 


Governments and veoples to refrain. pending 


action Sy the General Assembly on the report of 


the Special Committee On Palestine. from the 
threat or use of force. or any other action 
which might create an atmosphere prejudicial 
to an early settlement of the yuestion of 
Palestine. We hope also that the publicity 
M- Lie has given tojOadogan's note to hin, 
asking that all Member States should take the 


strictest precautions to prevent the transit 


through their territory and the Jeparture from 


their ports of Jews attempting to enter Palestine 


illevally, will discourage the activities of the 


organisers/ 
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Netherlands — 
unauthorised depart 
@einee and the fitti 


engaged in the traf 


organisers of this traffic, who are using Jewish 
‘refugees aS a means of exerting political 
pressure on the Government of Palestine at a 
moment when the future of that country is under 
consideration by the United Nations. 
May we count upon the assistance GP your 
Government in preventing the situation in 
D Sriestine tron deteriorating still further as a 
result of the continued flow of illegal immigrants? 
fWe shall in particular value the co-operation of 
| the Belgian | authorities in stopping the 


sf Netherlands 


. unauthorised departure of Yewish illegal immigran s 


IN THIS MARGIN. 
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engaged in the traffic. 
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27th June, 1947, 


NO» 


B 5001/K8/c. 
CONFIDENTIAL 
ROOK. AL 


Dear Monsieur Spaak , 


You will, I] am sure, be aware of the grave concern 
with whieh my colleagues and I view the continued operation 
of the Jewish illeral immigrant traffie into Palestine, 

The matter is one which is vital to the peace of Falestine 
and the Hiddle Kast. His Majesty's Ambassador has been 

in close touch with the Belgian authorities on this Subject 
and I should now like to convey to you personally an 
expression of my appreciation of the help that your 
Government have beén able to give us in this matter. 


#e heve received Signal support in our 
the illegal iumigrent traffic in the recent 
President Truman Calling the attention of the American 
people to the resolution recently adopted by the United 
Nations Assenbly requesting 811 Governments and peoples 
to refrain, pending action by the General AS8eably on the 
report of the Special Committee on Palestine, fron the 
threat or use of foree, or any other action which might 
create an atuosphere prejudicial to an early settlement of 
the question of Palestine, *¥e hope &@ls0 that the publicity 
um. Tryeve Lie has given to Sir Alexander Cadogan's note 
to him, asking that all Member States should take the 
Strictest precautions to prevent the transit through their 
territory end the Geparture from their ports of J ews 
attempting to enter Palestine iliegaliy, will discourage 


Statement of . 


the 


His Excelleney 


efforts to check 
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1 using Jewish refugees as a means of exerting political 
ggg dl tuhaplosie gia of Palestine at a moment when 
the future of that country is w 13 ider 1 by the 
Wes weed. ¥ is under consideration by the 


ey we count upon the assistance of your Gceverpment 


in preventing the situation in Falestine from deteriorating 


Still further e3 a result of the continued f: £ , 

danl grants? W@ Shail in particular value Fp ar Rlora- 
of the Belgian a@athorities in stopping the unauthorised 
departure of Jewish illegal immigrants anc the fitting out 
and bunkering of ships engaged in the treffie, - 


Yours sincerely, 


Dinsel Aiudon 
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OUT FILE 


2/th June, 


Dear Baron von Boetzelaer, 


You wili, I am sure, be aware of the grave conce 
een a = grave cern 
with which my colleagues and I view the continued operation 


of the Jewish illegal famigreant treffie into Palestine, 


The matter ig one which is vital to the pesee of Palestine 


aud the Middle East. His Majesty's Ambassador has b 

ad the e | Hajest Ant ac : een 
in close touch with the Netherlands authorities on this 
subject and I shoulc now like to convey to you personally 


an €Xoression of my appreelation of the help tha’ 
: SCE 3 ; 1at your 
Governuent have been ahle to give us in this bees 


q 


we have received signal support in our efforts to 


check the illegal immigrant traffic in the recent stateme 

ee : a ty OP. vite | : td . tad aten ent 
Ol President Truman calling the attention of the American 
people to the resolution recentiy adopted by the United 


w x1 Pn Koge cs easy Tow c “ 
Netions Asseaibly requesting all Governments and peoples to 


retrain, pending auction by the General Assembly on the 
report of the Special Committee on Palestine, from the 


threat or use ef foree, or any other setion Whieh m: 
° 3 . ) I night 
cpeate an ataoaphere prejudicial to an early Sattionsat 


oi the question of Palestine. We hope also that the 


publicity uv. Trygve Lie has given to Sir Alexander CGadogan's 


note to hin, asking thai all Member States should take the 


ftrictest precautlans ta prevent the transit through 


their territory snd the departure from their ports of Jews 


attenpting 


His Bxcellency 
Baron 6.C.i).H, von Boetzelaer. 
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| ae ee Se  itempting to enter Palestine illegally, will discourace 
ee | ae a wae activities of the organisers of this traffic, who are 
Z es ee | using Jewish refugees as a means of exerting political 

| en ee ees ressure on the Governuent of Palestine at a moment when 
ar ee tae future of that country is under consideration by the 
eee United Nations, 


Hay wo gount upon the assistance of your Governzent 
7 re in preventing the situation in Palestine fron deteriorating 
7 at BO a Still further as a result of the eontinued flow of illegal 
| Oe ee eo Limgigrants? We shall in particular value the co-operation 
of the Netherlands authorities in Stopping the unauthorised 
deperture of Jewish illegel isnigrants and the fitting oat 
and bunkering of ships envaged in the traffie, 


MARGIN. 


Yours sincerely, 
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Confidential. 
Rest Hot on. 


Italian Minister 


for Foreign 


Affairs. 


(From Secretary 
of State) 


PERSONAL 


During recent weeks HM. Ambassador 
and his staff have, I know, been in 
constant touch with the Italian authorities 
with a view to concerting measures to 
prevent the Jewish illegal immigrant 
traffic’ from Italy to Palestine and Sir 
Noel Charles will have explaineil to you 
the grave concern with which my colleagues 
and I view this traffic. I would now 
like to convey to you an expression of my 
personal Aapnpreciation of the co-operation 
of the Italian authoritics damprenenting 
iieh—emeliiege and an assurance that we attach 


vigilance- 
aveveatane the traffic. 

have geseived eigaas support in 
our efforts to check the illegal immigrant 
traffic in the recent statement of President 
Truman calling the attention of the 
American people to the resolution recently 
adopted by the United Nations Assembly 
requesting 211 Governments and peoples to 
ret rainy pending action by the General 
4ssembly on the report of the Special 
Committee on Palestine, from the threat or 
use of force, or any other action which 
might create an atmosphere prejudicial to 


an ¢arly settlement of the question of 
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asking that all Member States should take the 
strictest precautions to prevent the transit 
through their territory and the departure 
from their ports of Jews attempting to 
enter Palestine illegally, will discourage 
the activities of the organisers of this 
traffic, who are using Jewish refugees as as 
means of exerting political pressure on the 
Government of Palestine at a moment when the 
future of that country is under consideration 
by the United Nations. 
| I recently asked Sir Noel Charles to 

inform you that we fully understood the 
difficulties of the italian Government in 
dealing with the refugee oroblem in their 
country and that the authorities of the 
British Zone of Austria were for their oart 
doing everything pessible to control un 
‘authorised movement across their common 
frontier with Italy. I can assure you that 
in this matter and in all other refugee jues 
fox om anak 

Saretsteared to do all we can to spare Ita 
any further burdens. Meanvhile we look to t 
Italian Government to maintain and strengthen 
our eXisting co-cperation in measures to prev 
the illicit departure of groups without. prope 
visas of destination intending to enter 
Palestine illegally and the fitting out and b 


of ships destined for the illegal immigrant thaffic. 
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OUT FILE 
27th June, 19476 


pear Count Sforza, eee ‘ely ee 
During recent weeks His Majesty's Ambassador and his ae ie, wy 
staff have, I know, been in constant touch With the 
Ttalian authorities with a view to concerting measures to 
prevent the Jewish illegai ianigrant traffic from Italy 
to Palestine and Sir Noel Charles will have explained to 
you the grave concern with which my colleagues and J view 
this traffic. I would now like to convcy to you an 
expression of my personal appreciation of the co-operation 
of the Italian authorities and an assurance that we attach 
the greatest importance to their continued vigilance in 
preventing the traffice 


we have received Signal support in our efforts to check 
the illegal immigrant traffic in the recent siatement of 
President Truman calling the attention of the American 
people to the resolution recently adopted by the United 
Nations Assembly requesting all Governments and peoples to 
refrain, pending action by the General Assembly on the 
repert of the Special Committee on Palestine, from the 
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threat or use of force, or any other action which might 
create an atmosphere prejudicial to an early settlement of 
the question of Palestine. We hope also that the publicity 
which Mr. Trygve Lie has given to Sir Alexander Cadogan's 
note to him, asking that all Member States Should take the 


strictest 


His Bxceliency 
Sount Carlo Sforsa. 
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Bt precautions to prevent the transit through 


their territory and the departure from their ports of 


Jews attempting to enter Palestine illegally, will 


discourage the activities of the organisers of this traffic, 


who sre using Jewish refugees as a means of exerting 
political pressure on the Government of Palestine at a 


by the United Nations, 


f recently asked Sir Noel Charles to inforn you that 
we fully understood the difficulties of the Italian 
Governuent in dealing with the refugee problem in their 
country and that the authorities of the British Zone of 
Austria were for their part doling everything possible to 
control unauthorised movement across their common frontier 
with Italy. I can assure you that in this matter and in 
all other refugee questions we for our part are prepared 
to do all we can to spare Italy any further burdens, 
Meanwhile we look to the Italian Government to maintain 
and Strengthen our existing co-operation in measures to 
prevent the illicit departure of groups without proper 


visas of destination intending to enter Palestine illegally 


and the fitting out and bunkering of ships destined for 
the illegal imsigrant traffie, 


Yours sincerely, 
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a “* T importance which H.M.G attach to preventing 
the Jewish illegal immigrant traffic to 
Saeagine. ie. erasers of this traffic are 
at present making Special efforts to send 

(From Secretary illegal niente i6- Palestine with a wer ve 
of State) = ; | a | 
forestalling a) decision by the United Nations 
on immigration into that country, an4 the issue 
is one which is vital to the peace of ralestine 
ani of the Middle East. 
ane i, ee 

We have received signal support in our 
efforts to check the Vigeess immigrant traffic 
in the recent statement of President Truman , 

ling the attention of the American people 
to the resolution recently adopted by the 
United Nations Assembly reguesting all 
Governments ana peoples to refrain, pending 
action by the General Assembly on the report 
of the Special Committee on Palestine, "rem the 
threat or use of force, or any other action 
which misht create ag atmosphere prejudicial to 
an early settlement of the question of palestine. 

/ Trugve 
We nope also that the publicity Lie has given 
Su A. 

Ciiogan's note to him, asking that all 
Member States should take the strictest 
precautions to prevent the transit through 
their territory ani the departure fron their 

| 

ourts of Jews attempting to enter Palestine 
illegally, will discourage the activities of the 
organisers of this traffic, who are using 


Jewish/ 
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27th June, 1947. 


5001/4,8/G. 
KEES 


Dear Monsieur Unden, 


You will, I think, be aware of the importance which 
His Majesty's Governaent attach to preventing the Jewish 
illegal iumigreant traffie to Palestine, The organisers 


of this traffic are at present making special efiorts to 
send illegal ismigrants to Palestine, with a view to 
forestalling a decision by the United Nations on 
{uaigration into that country, and the issue is one which 
is vital to the peace of Palestine and of the Middle BS te 


We heve received Signal support in our efforts to 
check the illegal ieumigrant traffic in the recent statement 
of President Truman, calling the attention of the American 
people to the resolution recently adopted by the United 
Nations Assembly requesting all Governnents and peoples 
to refrain, pending action by the General Assenbly on 
the report of the Special Committee on Palestine, from the 
threat or use of force, or any other action whieh might 
create an atiaosphere prejudicial to an early settlement 
of the question of Palestine. We hope aiso that the 
publicity which iirc. Trygve Lie has given to 3ir Alexander 
Gadogan’s note to him, asking that ail Heuber States should 
take the strictest precautions to prevent the transit 
through their territory and the departure from their ports 
of Jews attempting to enter Palestine illegally, will 


discourage the activities of the organisers of this traffic, 


who 


His Excelleney 


Monsieur Osten Unden. 
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‘who are using Jewish refugees as a means of exerting 


political pressure on the Governnen > Pales ) 
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moment when the future of that coun try is _ 1 hog e ata 
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bear Monsieur Rasmussen, 


You willl, I think, be aware of the importance which 
His Majesty's Government attach to preventing the Jewish 
illegal immigrant traffic to Palestine. The organisers 
ae ace of this traffic sre at present making special efforts to 
en ee send illegal immigrsnts to Paie-tine, With a view to 
nee forestalling a decision by the United Nations on 
imajigration into that country, and the issue ig one which 
4s vital to the veace of Palestine and of the Middle tast, 


We have reeeived signal suppert in our efforts to 
check the illegal inmiprent traffic in the recent statement 
of president Truman, callinc the attention of the American 
people to the resolution recently adopted by the United 
Nations Assenbly requesting all Governments and peoples to 
refrain, pending action by the General Asseubly on the 
report of the Special Committee on Paleatine, from the 
threat or use of force, or any other action which might 
create an atmosphere prejudicial to an carly settlement of. 

_ en the quegtion of Palestine. ie hope also that the vublicity 
| | an ae which lr. Trygve Lie has given to Sir Alexander Cadogan's 
oe - : note to him, asking that all Member States shonld take the 
Strictest precautions to prevent the transit through their 
territory and the departure from their ports of Jews 
attempting to enter Palestine illegally, will discourage 
the activities of the organisers of this traffic, who are 
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preventing the situation in Palestine fron deteriorating _ 
Still further as a result of the continued flow of illegal 
é& imal granta? we shall in particular value the co-operation 
of the Danish authorities in stopping the fitting out 
an bunkering of ships engeged in the traffic, | 
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[N.B. ention of 
the United Natias 
has been omitted 
at the suggestion 

_ Of Western Dept., 
who point out 
that the Portu- 
guese are touchy 
at not being 
included and 
vould react 
better to a 
Simple request. 
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PERSONAL 


You will, I am sure, be aware of 
the grave concern with which my colleagues 
and I view the continued operation of 
the Jewish illegal immigrant traffic 
into Palestine. The matter is one which 
is vital to the peace of Palestine and 
the Middle fast. H.M. Ambassador has 
been in close touch with the Portuguese 
authorities on this subject and I should 
now like to convey to you personally an 
Expression of my appreciation of the 
help that your Government have been 
to give us in this matter. 

May we count upon thefassistance 
of your Government in preventing the 
Situation in Palestine from deteriorating 
still further as a result of the continued 


flow of illegal immigrants? We shail 


in particular value the co-operation of 
the/ 
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No. © 5001/48/4. 
CONFIDENT TAL 
PERSONAL 


Dear Dr. Salazar, 


You will, I am sure, be aware of the grave concern 


with which my colleagues and I view the continued operation 


of the Jewish illegal immigrant traffic into Palestine, 
The matter is one which is vital to the peace of Palestine 
and the Hiddle East. His Majesty's Ambassador has been 

in close touch with the Portuguese authorities on this 
Subject and I should now like to convey to you personally 
en expression of my appreciation of the help that your 
Governaent have veen able to give us in this matter, 


May wo count upon the continued assistanee of your 
Government in preventing the situation in Palestine from 
deteriorating still further as a result of the eontinued 
flow of illegal imsigrants? We Shall in particular value 
the co-operation of the Portuguese authorities in Stopping 
the fitting out and bunkering of ships destined for or 
engared in this illegal traftie, 


Yours Sincerely, 


Linwole Kien 


His Excellency 


Dr. Anténio de Oliveira Salazar, 
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Foreign Affairs. 


(From Secretary 


of State) 


O38 VU sane, 1947. 


Dw 


H.M. Ambassador will have explained to you 


the importance which my colleagues and I attach 


‘to the prevention of the Jewish illegal 


immigrant traffic to Palestine, but I would 


_ vw 
like to express to you personally the Pas 


| , | 
pees sade anon neo esealn  tnismietees and 


our appreciation of the measures which the 


‘Greek Government have been able to take within 


their own territory to orevent the traffic. 
issue ws A Crucal ne 
Eid nich: Ta] 


The fov'tne péace | 


of palestine and of the whole Middle East. 


It is, however, an unfortunate fact that a 
number of Greek nationals have for some time 


been engaged in furnishing the shipping which 


is a first essential of this illegal traffic. 


I trust that the Greek Government will now be 
able to take urgent steps to curb the 
activities of these agents, wheare making large 
profits out of the distressof Jewish refugées 
and the desire of extreme Zionist elements to 
force the hand of the mandatory Bonerein 
Palestine, pending a decision by the United. 
Nations. | 

We have received signal suyoort in our 
efforts to check the illegal immigrant traffic 
in the recent statement of “resident Truman 
eailing the attention of the American people to 
the resolution recently adopted by the United 
Nations Assembly requesting all Governments and 
peoples to refrain, pending -aetion by the 


General/ 
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General Assembly on the report of the Special 
~ a | ‘ Committee on Palestine, from the threat or use 
of force, or any other action wiich might create | 
an atmoSphere prejudicial to an early settlement | 
of’ the question of Palestine. We hepe also that 
| 5 ee Wad. Mi “Try ave SWA. 
: . a . the oublicity @ (Tié as given tojCadogan's note | 
| to him, asking that all Member States should take 


the strictest precautions to prevent the transit 
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their ports of Jews attempting to enter Palestine 
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illegally. will discourage the activities of the 
organisers of this traffic, who are using Jewish 


refugees as 4 méans of exerting political 


IN) THIS 


pressure on the Government of Palestine at a moment 
when the future of that country is unier 
consideration by the Jnited Nations. 


May we count upon the assistance of your 


TO BE WRITTEN 


Government in preventing the situation in Palestine 


from deteriorating Still further as a result of the 
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- authorities in Stopping the unauthorised departur¢ 
of Yewish illegal immigrants aimee and the fitting 


out and bunkering of ships engaged in the traffic 


Jb Uw 


we 
Ke 
\ 


= 


: ; LAG RTI: 
wh 4 Ue ; Me ie 


NPS 


Cy 
% 


2 ae! 


ac 


nw 


Co 


| 27th June, 1947, 
5001 


/48 


/ Ge 
TA 


Dear Monsieur Tsaldaris, 


His Wajesty's Acbassador will have explained to you 
the importance which iay COlleagues and I attach to the 
prevention of the Jewish illegal immigrant traffic to 
Palestine, but ft would Like to expresg to you personally 
the vital interest which we have in this matter and our 
appreciation of the measures Which the Greek Government 
have been able to taxe Wwlthin their own territory to 
prevent the trafiie. The issue is & crucial one for the 
peace of Palestine and of the whole Middle Fast, 


Tt is, however, an unfortunate fact that a number of 
Greek nationals have for some tine been 
the shipping which is a first essential 
traffic, I trust thet the Greek GoVernncnt will now be 
able to take urgent Steps to curb the activities of these 
Qgents, who are making large profits out of the distress 
of Jewish refugees and the desire oi exXtreze Zionist 
elements to foree the hand of the mandatory Power in 
Palestine, pending a decision by the United Nations, 


of this illegal 


We have received Signal support in our efforts to 
check the illegal immigrant traffie in the recent statement 
of President Truman calling the attention of the American 
people to the resolution recently adopted by the United 


Nations 


His Excellenay | 
Monsieur Konstantinos Tsaldaris, 
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- Rations Asseubly requesting ali eopernuents snd peoples 


to refrain, pending action by the General Assembly on 
the report of the Special Committee on Palestine, from 
the threat or use of force, or any other action which 

create an atuogphere prejudicial to an early 
settlement of the queztion of Palestine. we hope elso that 
the publicity which un. Tryove Lie has given to uaP Alexander 
Cadogan's note to hii, e8king thet ell Member States should 
take the strietest precautions to prevent the transit 
through their territory and the departure from their perts 
of Jéewa attenpting t2 Qhter Palestine iijegaliy, will 
discourage the activities of the organisers of this traffic, 
who are using Jewish relugees a8 4 neans of exerting 
political pressure on the Government Of Palestine at a 
moment when the future of that country is under consideration 
by the United Nations, 


HOY we count upon the assistance of yous GOvernnen t 
in preventing the situation in Palestine fram deteriorating 
Stiil further as e@ Pesult of the continued flow of illegal 
iamigrants? We shall in particular value the Co-ope 
Of the Gree! authorities in 
departure of Jewis 
and bunkering of 


Yours Sincerely, 


Prot Ain. 
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HIS Majesty’s Representative at Rome presents his compliments 
to the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour to 


transmit herewith copy of the under-mentioned paper. 


British Embassy, 


Rome, hth June , 1947. 


Reference to previous despatch : 


OE PY ON Oa eM 


mm Foreign Office : 


_ Se 


Description of Enclosure. 


Name and Date. | | Subject. | 
Sn 


Copy of letter from Mr. Ward to | 
Ministro Vittorio Zoppi, dated Illegal Jewish activities, 
30th May, 1947 | - 
List of measures taken for 
combatting illegal transport 
into Palestine, 
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May 30th, 1947. 


SECTET. 


PERSONAL. 


3as/tu 14) Oo 


You will remember that when TI called on you on 23rd 
May I told you that my Ambassador thought that it might be 
possible to agree on a standard list of measures which the 
Italian authorities would apply, appropriate to the 
circumstances of each case, when they learned or were 
informed of the names of ships suspected of engaging in le, 2 
illegal transport of persons from Italy to Palestine, TI said that the 
Ambassador wished to discuss this idea with Signor Fransoni but before 
doing so had wished me to ascertain your opinion, 


After I had mentioned the sport of measures which the Ambassador 
had in mind, you replied that, while you could not forecast the 
reactions of the interested Italian departments, you would like to 
receive a written preliminary list of the sort of standard measures 


which we had in mind mind, I accordingly now enclose such a 
list, 


I should be most grateful if you could ask Signor 
Fransoni to let the Ambassador know when he would be ready 
to discuss the matter, which if of course urgent as unfortunately there are 


many of these "suspect" ships in or near Italian waters at the present 
time. 


/ ThE & : Te 


NOGNOT ‘391430 GN0034 J! T8Nd 3HL 30 LHD 18Ad09 


Jie Ge Ward, 


Ministro Vittorio Zoppi, 
Ministero degli Affari Esteri, 
Palazzo Chigi, 


Roma. 


10. 


SUSPECT o HL PS 


Possible standard measures. 
bene ornermienereemetmene in an re a 


Close scrutiny of ships' papers to establish real intentions, 


Examination of travel documents of any passengers, 


Control that master and crew have proper qualifications (Certificates, 
etc. ,) | 


Safety of life at sea; strict inspection of vessel as provided in 
International Convention for Safety of Life at Sea (1929) 
and International Convention respecting load lines (1930). 


Sanitary inspection of ship and medical inspection of crew and 
passengers, a 


Return to shore and prosecution of passengers found to have embarked 
in contravention of Italian law, 


Denial of facilities for oil or coal bunkering. 


Cancellation of registration of any Italian-flag ships involved 
in this traffic, . 


Full police control of areas known to be, or suspected of 
being, used for illegal embarkation, 


Arrest of vehicles irrespective of actual or 


apparent ownership found to be transporting persons for illegal 
embarkation, | a 
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HIS Majesty’s Ambassador at Paris 


presents his compliments to H.M~P.S. of S. for F.A. 
and has the honour to transmit to him — mentioned 


documents. 
EF 5076 


Sth. JHMe...9..,194,..2- 
Reference to previous correspondence: GS Aly 


F.0, Despatch No.589 (#3013/48/31) Res. Imm. 
of 10th May 191.7 Description of Enclosure. 


British... EMRASBY-» 


tee ele Tee 
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Name and Date. Subject. 


— 
| 
sail 


Copy of letter toM. Control of illegal 

Bousquet from Mr.Ashile Jewish imnigration 

Clarke of 5th June 1947. traffic to Palestine. 
| 
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You may remember that when we 
were discussing the International Convent 
Zor the gafety” of Life at fea, at our 
meeting on May 29th, I mentioned to you 
also the ints mational Load Line Convention. 


It occurs to ms that the atteched 

mencrandum, which is based on tho 
has been siven in Londen to the problem of 
uging these Conventions for she sontrol cf 
the illegal Jewish ismi 
F tine, may conceivably ) 
you in sennection with the measures which 
you are aiready applying under the tvo_ 
Conventions and under your oun legislation 

. safety of lifs at sea. 


Paragraph 3 of the menorandun 
suggests action which might well be taken 
an respect of the “Brune”, repairs to which, 
as Honsleur Vasse hes been informed, were 
Caapleted en the 21st Nay. 


Monsieur Bousquet, 
aletry of Foreign Affairs. 
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4. it will greatly assist His Hajesty's Government in 
their efforts to prevent illegal inmigration into Palestine if 
the vessels which are being used for this traffic can be held 
uw at the ports at which they are waiting to embark passengers. 
Even a short delay is of assistance to His Majeaty*s Covernment, 
though, of course, the longer a vessel can be ism bilised the 
better. Many ef these vessels are quite unseaworthy an 
normal # erigene of the organisers of the traffic is to overload 

& aout of tonnage they possess in order to carry 
aximun number of illegal immigrants to Palestine; and 
although there are no provisions in the two Conventions above 
mentioned relating specifically to the overcyowding of vessels, 


an overcrowded vessel is iijzely to fail to comply with the safety 
wn in the Conventions, if, for instance, the 


apparatus falls short of the stendard iaid down in 
and ereyv. It may there- 
fore ‘te ta: ke! “for granted that, for inmost every vessel in which 
illegal immigrants embark, the provisions of one or both of the 
above mentioned Conventions sare violated. 


In accordance with the provisions of Article I or the 
natety of Life at Sen Convention whereby contracting governments 
undertake to take all steps necessary to give the Convention 
full and complete effect, and of Article I of the Loal Lines Con- 
vention which contains « similar undertaking, signatery nations. 
are able to and should exercise the rights ef control conferred 
upon them by articles 5) and 16 of the respective Conventions, 
and generally see that the precautions contemplated by the Cone 
ventions are observed. 


regulation XXII I of the Seawent! ox previase, inte 
that whenever an “ace dent occurs or a deitct is discovered Whis 
affecte the safety of a ship to which the Convention (ga oF 
the effeciency of its life-saving equipment, or whenev rpghw Bae ime 
portant repeirs or renewals are made to such a ‘ship, it shail 
be subjected to survey to ensure that it canplies with the regy 
ments of the Convention. By Article 16 of the Convention each 
contracting State binds iteelf to take measures to apply and 
enforce the principle of the above regulation and to secure t: 
from the point of view of safety of - 


service for which it is Pisa alh |The eceesion for the s 
Raga course arse se when a 


of x that the sha aoe Bot Dut to © he b ee cecrene 
of 1930 gives a limited right of control under article 10 sims 


to that given by Article 54 of the 1929 Safety at Sea Convent! ee. 


he The following account of the various means whereby 
a suspect ship could ge negred or sdministratively be detained in 


a United Kingdom port may be of interest. 


fe, the ship is fit for Ge 
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3s Pp can be cleared at a United Kingdom 
port, it mast ‘show the. following certificates in proper order: 


{a) Safety at Sea 

(b) Load Line 

(ec) Passenger 

{d) Wireless (for ships of 16 
{e) Registry, and 

(f) Port Health Authorities. 


The first two certificates are required only for ships registered 
in countries that have subscribed te pe Internasfanel conren= a 
for the Safety of Life at Sea. : sa during 
inspection of the ship by the cour 

ease of the United Kingdom is the Surveyors of the Board of 
Trade. 


6. fhe Passenger Certificate shows the max 

of passengers which the ehip is permitted to carry. 

Authorities can prevent a ship salling if the number of passen- 
rs actually on board exceeds this figure. 


Te The Pert Health Authorities have wide powers of inspec 
tion effective action can most easily be taken by them. 

f the ship is found to be versainous or if its ventilation or 
lavatories are de®ctive, the ship may be detained until these 
dekcts are remedied. The Port Heelth Authorities also, possess 
certain rights, under the Convention for the Safety of Life 
at Sea, of inspecting passengers for infectious diseases. 


8. Great inconvenience can of course be caused to any 
rip uspected of complicity in the illegal imnigration traffic 
if the Port authorities deny water, b ra, pilotage and tugs. 
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HIS Majesty’s Ambassador at Athens 
presents his compliments to H.M.P.S.S.F.A. 
and has the honour to transmit to him the un 
documents. ; 
safe TUNG», 194.70.. 
ee | Reference to previous correspondence: a CUA sci colaatpeesiae 
| Tt 5A Spe 2 art F 
Foreign Office Lesnatch No, 280 ( 3013/1.8/ 31) 
Description of Enclosure. Of 1Oth May, 192.7, 
Name and Date. Subject. 
m~ T 4 Tv oO * ’ e e ’ 
Copy of Note lo, 248 Tllesal Jewish immicrants 
(46/16L/2.7) to the Royal into Palestine. 
Fellenic Ministry for | 
“oreign Affairs, dated 
4rd une LOL? 
| 
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BRITISH EMBASSY 
ATHENS. 


His Britannic Majestv's Embassy present their compliments to the Royal 
Hellenic Ministry for Feveign Affairs and have the honour to refer to the 
Note No,127 of the lst April which Sir Clifford Norton addressed to His 
Excellency Monsieur Tsaldaris, drawing attention to the very grave 
embarrassment which was being caused to His Majesty's Goverrment and the 
Government of Palestine by the flow from Europe of illegal Jewish 
immigrants into Palestine, and to Monsieur Tsaldaris's reply No.22834 of the 
3rd April in which he was good enough to promise the co-operation of all 
departments of the Royal Hellenic Government in this matter. 


2. In accordance with paragraph 7 of Sir Clifford Norton's Note referred 
to above His Majesty's Embassy now have the honour, on instructions from His 
Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs , to suggest to 

the Royal Hellenic Government ways and means by which effective action may be 
taken to hamper the activities of the vessels concerned in the immigration 
traffic, In particular His Majesty's Embassy have been instructed to point 
out that it will on occasion be possible to take action against a vessel in a 
Greek port under the provisions of the International Convention of the Safety 
of Life at Sea, 1929, and the International Convention respecting Load Lines, 


1930. 


3. It will creatly assist His Majesty's Government in their efforts to 
prevent illegal immigration into Palestine if the vessels which are being 
used for this traffic can be held up at any ports into which they may put. 
Even a short delay is of assistance to His Majesty's Government although, of 
course, the longer the vessel can be immobilised the better, As the Royal 
Govermment will be aware, many of these vessels are quite unseaworthy. and 

the normal practice of the organisers of the traffic is to overload the 
limited smount of tonnage they possess in order to carry the maximum number 
of illegal immigrants; although there are no provisions in the two 
Conventions mentioned above which relate Specifically to the overcrowiling 

of vessels, an overcrowded vessel is likely to fail to comply with the 

safety requirements laid down in the Conventions, For example the lifesaving 
apparatus may fall short of the standard laid down for all the passengers and 
the crew. It may therefore be taken for granted that in the case of almost 
every vessel in which illegal immigrants embark the provisions of one or both 
of the Conventions mentioned above are violated, 


4. His Majesty's Enubassy have been instructed to request the Royal Goverment 
to exercise the utmost care in order to carry out all their obligations under 
the two Conventions of 1929 and 1930, both as they affect Greek ships and 
vessels under a foreign flag. In respect of the latter, His Majesty's Enbassy 
have been directed to draw attention to the rights of control which may be 
exercised by the Royal Government under Article 5h. of the International 
Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea and under Article 16 of the 
International Convention respecting Load Lines in order that the Royal 
Government may fulfil their obligations under Article I of each Convention to 
give that Convention full and complete effect. | 


5. In particular His Majesty's Government desire to remini’ the Royal 
Government that Regulation XXII of Annexe I of the International Convention 
for the Safety of Life at Sea provides inter alia that whmever an accident 
occurs or a defect is discovered which affects the safety «f a ship to which 
the Convention applies or the efficiency of its life saving equipment, or 
whenever any important repairs or renewals are made to such a ship, it shall 
be subject to a survey to ensure that it complies with the requirements of 
the Convention, By Article 10 of the Convention each contre cting state 
binds itself to take measures to apply and enforce the principle of the 
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NaJjenty s Government gonsider that this part of the Convention isye on 
any at bate = to 4¢ the obli gation to emurs thet « arip does not put te 
Ton a pe ats Sigua the territory of that Stete unless the reeuiy $ 
em domlied with, 


& In the opinion of Bis Nejeaty's Soverment the International 
Corrention, vesped ting Load Lines gives ea limited richt of contrel und 
Aytiele 16 simtier to that given by Jetiele %h of the Internsticnal 

Cervention for the Safety of Life at See, 


7 is Uajeaty's “sbaesy have also been pirnbnesods bed Pitted tne ace 
Goverment to eneure thet full usa is made of the pows 
legislation of Pert and other authorities to eontvol | 
unseaworthy or overcrowled vessels, For exemole 4% | 
Seen in that wany infringesents must gecur of Royal Deeree of 15th 
Decesher 1276, Sayer’. Decree of 26th Movember 1925, Avticle 17 of Law 3630 
*t Ayticles 1 and 7 of Law Deeves of Ath | Sep tesber 1925 | 
e 26 af Law Seeree of Lith Hey L929, Argioles 5 and 6 of Lew 6059 
TAth-30th } February 133k, ai Ar tele bh of the renal and disciplinary 
ands of ‘the Mereentile Marine (aw Decree of Lith-lSth Decesber, 1923), 
Veasale engaged in the illesnl imsieration ef Jews inte Palestine BN 
paxticularly likely to offend ecaingt these regulations, end Bis Majeaty’s 
Covermzent urge moat atrengly thes sueh inf tingenente, hovever wall , 
shoul. be aeade the oceasion of all pasible delay and hindranoe by the 
authorities to auch suspect veosels, 


Nis Hajesty's “mbesey avail themselves of this rides AA to renew to 
the Royel Hellenie 4 istry for Forelen $ffadra the assurance of their 
highest consideration, 
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New York. 


HES Majesty's Permanent Delegates to the U.N. at 


| presents his compliments to H MM. P.S. of S . for F, kee 
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193/17/47 
UNITED NATIONS, LAKE SUCCESS, New York. 
\ 
5th June, 1947. 
108-14,-6/JFC 
\u 
\ 
Sir 9 | . ; ' 
I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your | " : 
re 
e o 
letter No. 40 (193/14/47) dated 23 May 1947, concerning : 
4llégal Jewish immigration into Palestine. = 
o 
I wish to inform you that copies of your letter have 
' ; = 
m 
been forwarded to the Members of the United Nations. Il 2 
@ 
r 
enclose for your information a copy of my letter of transmittal. o 
4 
m 
I have the honour to be, p24 
4 
Sir, S| 
bs | 
= 
Your obedient Servant, m 
= 
| (SGD) TRYGVE LIE. 2 
g | ! 
secretary-General. - 
| 7 
The Right Hon. Sir Alexander Cadogan, P.C., G.C.M.G., K.C.B. 
Permanent Representative of the U.K. to the United Nations, 
‘ | Emoire State Building, 
: New York. 
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Reference 801-14-6/DP 
29 May 1947. 


Sir, 


I have the honour to transmit herewith a copy of a letter 
which I have received from His Ryearieney the Permanent United Kingdom 
Representative to the United Nations, and shall be weavenil if you 
will be so good as to bring it to the attention of your Government. 

| I hove that consideration will be given to this letter in the 
light of the resolution on the Palestine question adopted on 15 May 
1947 by the General Assembly. I should therefore apnreciate your 
informing me of the receipt of this letter, as well as of any action 
which your Government may be able to take on this matter, 
I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient Servant, 


Trygve Lie 
Secretary-General 
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ENWARD ‘RLEGH 
Cypher (0.T,P,) 


PROM PALESTINE (Gen. Sir A. Cunningham) 


TO 8, OF 8., COLONIES, 


06, 30 bre, INDEXED 


aouarafay 


No. 1207 Secret, 


Following for Martin from Gurney, 


We have seen Press references ‘to 
circulated to merbers of the tfnited Wationgs 
Trygve Lie at the request of jfis Batesty? a 
Government, seeking theip co-operation in stopoing 
illegal immigration inte Palestine, Tt would be 
useful to know what replies have heen Beroived from 
those States who are represented on the United 
Nations Committee in Palestine, Fop example , 
favourable reply said to have been made by Guatemala 
appears to be inconsistent with the Seneral ¢ | 
of the Quatemalan Member of the Committ 30 indas, 


Copy sent to:- - ee “mcr trina 
Foreign Office «- Mr. Beeloy. 
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Sent 26th June, 1987. 09. 45 bes, 


LNMEDIATE — 
No. T3959 Secret. 


Your telegram No. 1201. 
Following Pox Gurney from Martin, Begins. 


| Letter to which you refer is summarised in Hew 
York telegram to Foreign Office Wo. 1538, repeated to High . 
Commissioner by Seeretary of state as No, 1173. Understand. 
text of United Kingdom representative's note as delivered. 
to Seeretary Gone2ol was giver. to MaeGillivray for transmission 
te you. Trafford Smith will being further copies in cease 
this has gone astray. ; | . : 


\ 


- 


2; . We haye just seen New York telegram No. 1717 to 
Foreign Office (repeated Seeretary of State to High 
Commissioner No. 1393) eontainine summary of replies: received 


by Seeretary General. , This is our first offielal notification 


of the nature of repiies We ghell send : 3 i 
. A PEPLAGS. | 6 @n81i send you copies of ar 
furiher Proporta ceceived from New York by bag venda. af 
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o Ha Beeley, CBE. 
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Eastern Department, 
Foreign Office, 
London, S.W.1. : CHANCERY 


a 
Boal ts el fo 
a 


f- © 4 HRITISH EMBASSY, 


eo i ee 
| WASHINGTON 8, D. C. 


Ref: 200/245/47 ; 3 ot 7th June 1947 


~. 


we 
Pa 


Dear Department,~ 


| _Préase refer to paragraph 18 of our telegram 
No.118 Saving of 24th May (Weekly Summary) about 
comment on Ben Hecht's letter to the terrorists. 


Qe According to the New York Times, the American 
Jewish Committee and the Jewish Labour Committee issued 
a statement on June 4th deploring the recent publication 
of this advertisement. The statement saids 


"4 grave misunderstanding has been created in 
the minds of some Americans by widely published adver- 
tisements, signed by Ben Hecht, 'co-chairman, American 
League for a Free Palestine', in behalf of the so-called 


‘palestine Resistance Fund.! 


"These advertisements purport erroneously to 


speak for 'the Jews of America,' who are represented 
as endorsing the Palestine terrorists. 


"These advertisements erroneously represent the 
only opposition to Palestinian terrorism as coming from 
a small group of ‘respectable and wealthy Jewish 
personalities'. The undersigned Jewish organizations 
repudiate this Hecht announcement as being completely 
unrepresentative of general Jewish sentiment in the 
United States and as emanating from a small group which 
speaks for itself alone. 


"Responsible Jewish organizations, while 
unceasing in their efforts to undo the evil consequences 
of the British White Paper policy in Palestine, condemn 
terrorism and are appalled at the publication of such 
statements as are contained in the above-mentioned 


advertisement. 


"Terrorism is hostile to the spirit of Jewish 
religion and tradition." 


Yours ever, 
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L519 
BRITISH EMBASSY, - 
prussbra ll 1947 


13th June 1947. 


10/38/2.7 


Dear Department, 


Your letter of 2lst May (E 3755/48/G) enclosing a 
report by the security authorities on a snipload of 
illegal immigrants which arrived off Palestine in the 
"Guardian". 


We oave taken up the iatter direct with the Belgian 
Stireté, and the Ambassador has also taken the opportunity 
of inentioning the matter personally to Monsieur opaak. 
We are confident that the Belgian authorities will give us 
all the help they can in the matter of the special train said 
to heave originated in Belgium. Their attitude throughout 
in the general problem of illegal immigration traffic has 
been very cooperative. 


Yours ever, 


CHANCERY. 


Eastern Department, 
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Sir H. Knatchbull Hugesson. 3 
No: 282 | D.10.50 a.m. 15th June 1947 


13th June 1947 R.8.00 p.m. 13th June 1947 


Repeated to High Commissioner Jerisalen 
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My telegram No:227, 7% 


Weekly report, 
No change, 
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AMENDED DISTRIBUTION 16/6/47 28 LN 1947 


[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on] 


Cyphex/ OTP. CABINET DISTRIBUTION 
FROM ROME TO FOREIGN OFFICE 
Sir N. Charles - | 
au 1295 D, 9.04 am. 13th June, 1927 
13th June, 1947 R. 12.05 pm. 13th June, 1927 
Repeated to Paris | 
ddddddd 


IMMEDIATE 
CONFIDENTIAL 


My telegram No, 102 to Paris, 


Jewish illegal immigration. 


b | 
The President Warfield sailed on 12th June and 


entered French territorial waters off Toulon this 
morning 13th June. 


2. Italian torpedo boat destroyer Sagittarius 
shadowed ship as far as French waters and has now 
returned to Italian port. 


3. British naval authorities have been kept fully 
informed. 


Please repeat to Paris as my telegram No. 113. 


[Repeated to Paris] 
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DREARTMANTAL NO. 2. 


Cypher/OT? 
OM ROME TO FOREIGN OFFICs. 


“sir N. Charles De 9.04 aem 13th June 1947. 
NOe 1295 Re eS Delile 15th June 19047 « 


13th June 1947. 


Repeated to raris. 
VvvV 
Tis DIATs . 
CONF ID:NTTAL. a . 
Neo Ch Atal Sac 
ity telegram No. 102 to raris. 


a Pad 


Jewish illegal immigration. 


this morning June 16th. 


w/e OC... 
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9,  tTtalian torpedo boat destroyer Sagittarius 
shadowed ship as far as “rench waters and has 
now returned to Italian port. 


3. British naval authorities have been kept 
fully informed. 


9 
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Please repeat to varis as uy telegram No. 115. 
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J.G.5.B. 


Draft. 
H.M. Ambassad 
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| | 13th: Jewish illegal immigration]. se | ee 


»JAe 2 Cc. in ©. Mediterranean is instructing 
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OUTWARD TELEGRAM 


JeGe Seb 
Cypher/OTP 


FROM POREIGN OFFICE TO PARTS 


D.12.5 Pm 14th June, 1947. 
NO.1967 —_ 
14th June, 1947, 


Repeated to Rome No.1232 Important 
Marseilles No. 68 iiost Immediate 


BBBB 
OST Dive DIATE 


__. Rome telegram No.1295 [of June 13th: Jewish 
illegal immigration]. 


_ Commander-in Chief iediterranean is instructing a 
British naval vessel to take over the shadowing of the 
"President Warfield". You should point out to the 
French authorities that, owing to the co-operation of 
the Italian authorities, “President Warficld" has becn 
held at Spezzia for some weeks and limited to coastwise 
movement. imphasising the point that the vessel only 
holds a certificate of scaworthincss for coastal traffic 
(Sec paragraph 3 (B) of Home telegram No.1082 to Forcign 
Uffiee) As she is still involved in the illegal immigrant 
traffic, we expect Frcnch authorities to help us in the 
same way. 


De FeQ.L.I. rcports that British naval vosscl 
Cannot yet locate "President Warficld", which is 
reported to have entered French waters near Toulon, 
Please endeavour to ascertain ship's whcrcabouts urgently. 


| oe I attach the very highest importance to stoppi 
this ship, which has the largest capacit of af ne 
Gngaged in the traffic. : | . > en 
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Ilex | 
AMENDED DISTRIBUTION 16th June 1947 ee > ES [nel 
(This telegram is of particuler secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on] 
JoG.5.B 
Cypher /OTP 
CABINET DISTRIBUTION 


FROM FORSIGN OFFICE TO PARIS 
| los | | ee : Last Pape 
No: 1067 i | soon — | 
¥ Pe Es ing 
14th June 1947 D. 12.5.p.me1i4th June 1947 ae bee! | 7 a 


Repeated to Rome No: 1232 Important 
Marseilles No: 68 Most Immediate 


ren ee 


References 


MOST IMMEDIATE 


Rome telegram No: 1295 [of June 13th: ' 
Jewish illegal immigration]. (Print.) 
Commander~in~Chief Mediterranean is 
instructing a British naval vessel to take over the 
Shadowing of the "President Warfield". You should point 
out to the French authorities that, owing to the co-operation 
of the Italian authorities, "President Warfield" has 
been held at Spezzia for seme weeks and limited te 
coastwise movement. Emphasising the peint that the vessel 
only helds a certificate of seawerthiness for ceastal 
traffic (see Cen aph 3 (B) ef Reme telegram Ne: 1082 
to rete sae ice}. AS She is still _invelved in the 
illegal immigrant traffic, we expect French autherities 
te help us the same way. 


2 F.O.L,I. reperts that British naval 
vessel cannet yet lecate "President Warfield", which is 
Pied rela te have antered French waters near Toulen. Please 
endeaveur te ascertain ship's whereabeuts urgently. 
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5. I attach the very highest impertance 
te Stepping this ship, which has the largest capacity ef 
any at present engaged in the traffic. 
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D. 4.50, p.m.18th June 1947 


15th Jue 1947 R. 7.10.p.m.13th June 1947 
X2Xik: 


Confidential. 2327 
Your telegram No: 883 [sic]. 


| : _ Master of Paducah has receiy ‘ 
following instructions from New York, received the 


Begins, 
Proceed Borderaux (sic ? Bordeaux) your 
Advise 


agent Bernard Comptoir Control Commercial. 
water fuel on [grp.undec ? hand] departure. 


Ends, 


| I will do what I car eyes 
obstruct departure. what I can to delay and 


Please j Paris and tie Ve4teaty! 
Consul Barteaue. ease inform Paris and His Majesty's 
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Sir N. Ronald. 
No. 391, 


13th June 194/. 
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De 6.16. Pe Me 13th June 
1947. 


Re 840. poem 13th June 
194.76 


6888868 


My telegram No. 389. 


Vessel sails for Bordeaux at 1000 hours local 
time June 14th, Has taken on no (repeat no) fuel 
and no (repeat no) passengers. Captain has stated 
in cable to owners that he has "enough oil to reach 


Maerseilles".. 


Foreign Office please inform Paris, Bordesux, 


Gibraltar. 
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30471 F,O.P. 


Cypher/OTP 


Dd. 5. 09 Pom 15th n Jane, 1947. 


R 5, 15 Pm, “16th Jane, 1947, 


ly telegran Ho, Sol. 


Vessel Sailed 16.00 hours local time June 14th, 


_ Ollowing telegram from Bayoune arrived rith 
local” ship ‘chandler this = a 


[Begins] 
| Please explain that Master should clear for 
Anirerps Fs ‘really enter Bayonne south of | ayonne 

h clearing, Please cable immediatel y agent 
—« Buverdi er, Bayonne when due, ‘Signed Di anond, 
[Bnds]. 
- As far as I know this telegram has not reached 
the Master se the Vessel may still arrive at 
Berdeaux, 


Please inform Paris and Bordeaux, — 


[Copy sent te Middle Zest Secretariat], 
[Repeated to Paris and Bordeaux]. 
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Sir R. Ronald 
No. 395 — 


iy telegram No. 393, 
5eSe Paducah. 
According to Lisbon agents, Diamond 


of ear pie 8 quoted, was also concerned in 
“Trade Winds", 


De 10.14 Gel, June 16th,1947, 
June 16th, 1947. Re 1.25 Peh June 16th, 1947. 


» Signatory 


voyage of 
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ORPINGTON DIVISION, Shelleys 
: t 


Knockholt, 
Kent. 


SECRET. 9th June,1947. 


Dear Sir Orme, 


I enclose a memorandum which has been written 
by a friend of mine. 


As I understand the Foreign Office is now in 
charge of these matters I thought you ought to see 
what he says. 


My friend thinks it would be advisable if his 
name were not mentioned, but I can assure you that he 
1s & most reliable person, 


If you want his name in confidence, and will ask 
your Secretary to ring me at the House of Commons on 
Tuesday, I will of course give it you. 


Yours sincerely, 


WALDRON SMITHERS. 
RS 


e e 


Sir Waldron had to leave, to address a meeting at 
Bournemouth, before this letter was ready for 
signature. 


Sir Orme Sargent, K.C.B., K.C.M.G., 
Foreign Office, 
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Barly in 1946 the influx into Italy of refugees 
mainly from Central and Eastern Europe created additional | 
problems for the Italian authorities, and in turn, enbarr- 
assed UNRRA,whose Displaced Perosns' Camps were already full. 


in the Via San Basilio, Rome, there is the office 
of the American Joint Distribution Committee, an organisat ion 
set up for facilitating the re-settlement of Jews, From 
the outset I must make it clear that I have no evidence to 
associate this establishment as participating or encouraging 
either directly or indirectly, embarkations to Palestine. 
However, from time to time, rumours have been rife of the 
many activities of this organisation not exactly conducive 
to the promotion of a peaceful settlement of the Palestine 
problem, 

Publicity has been given to its achievements in 
arranging passages for emigrants to South America, Reports 
have appeared in the Italian Daily newspapers and in the 
American daily, the "Rome American" of embarkations from 
Italy of Jewish families with scant possessions, on vessels, 
mainly motor schooners bound for Palestine, Much has been 
stated of the deplorable accomodation conditions and many 
of the reports appearing have been phrased in terms designed 
to arouse sympathy. The traffic has been described as a 
highly lucrative one for the promoters, but the source of 
provision of funds for most of these destitute people has 
been a well guarded secret kept from the public. ‘Doubtless 
our Embassy in Rome has kept the Foreign Office well advised 
of these details and possibily the persons responsible for 
orgaihsing the traffic may be known to our officials. 


It has been stated that the Sicillian and Ligurian 
coastal ports are the principal points of embarkation am 
as motor schooners are usually kimited in bunker storage 
space, it is not unreasonable to assume that for an outward 
and return voyage involving some 2,000 miles, that oil fuel, 
galley coal and stores are shipped,or were, from stocks held 


in Italy. 

Through 1945 threugh to the last quarter of 1946, 
the only coal and oilvsupplies available in Italy would be 
from stocks brought into the Country through the medium of 
Allied Commission and latterly UNRRA as distinct from the 
U.S. and British Military requirements indented from abroad. 


In March 1946 it was reported to me that black- 
marketing of coal was taking place on a rather extensive 
scale inthe area of Leghorn, Previously when attached to 
Coal Division, Allied Commission, Rome, I had been informed 
by one of the Royal Navy representatives that their coal 
stocks recently given to the Italian Navy for minesweeping 
purposes had not been accounted for satisfactorily having 
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regard to the normal rate of offtake, Consequently with 

this fresh complaint I had no alternative course but to 

request the Italian authorities to investigate and take preven- 
titive measures, It was not until the following November 
that a really substantial misdirection of coal was revealed. 

In that instances it was alleged that the coal was ex 

Military stocks. It was consfiscated from the black market 
consignors but no satisfactory explanation could be obtained 
as to for whom it was intended, and the use to which it would 
have applied. 


UNRRA while supervising the distribution of commod- 
ities required for relief and rehabiliation naturally did 
not possess sufficient personnel for "policing" stocks and 
overlooking their actual physical transfer to the approved 
consumers, It will be appreciated that with a bulk 
commodity such as coal which exceeded 5 Million tons, that 
arrangements had to be made with the Italian Government 
to accept delivery at the various ports and distribute it 
according to the pre-arranged pattern of alloeations 
decided each month in advance with UNRRA. As awailabilities 
of coal,due to the frequent U.S. strdkes, were constantly 
short of requirements it was not unnatural that black- 
marketing occurred at prices double or treble those of the 
officially decreed prices. Also, the low scale of both 
Salaries and wages compared with extremely high living costs 
applicable to all workers including Government officials 
made it impossible to stamp out irregularities in distribution 


In this connection it is only fair to point out 
that the Italian State Railways entrusted with the bulk of the 
coal distribution discharged their obligations reasonably well 
end any complaints when reported to the senior officials were 
investigated promptly and remedial measure taken. 


Bunker shipments however were the responsibility 


of the Ministry of Marine, From that Department it was 
difficult on a number of occasions to obtain the fullest 
particulars of shipments to vessels with information as to 
the nature of their voyage engagements, UNRRA required this 
for assurance that the supplies brought into the Country were 
used exclusively for the benefit of the Italian economy. 
Beeause of the depleted Italian Merchant Marine the bunker 
coal requirements at all ports rarely exceeded 3% of the 
total monthly distribution programme, Although reminders 
were frequently necessary that information supplied was 
unduly late or insufficient, as all other Ministries were 
co-operating to the utmost, in view of the small proportion 
of coal involved it was not considered appropriate taking 
this matter to the highest Governmental levels. 


It will be appreciated that UNRRA as an 
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International body could not be involved in conflicts 
of policy of Countries, and all personnel upon joining 
were pledged to loyally adhere to this during their 
period of service, Personally,I am satisfied that 
the bulk of coal imports were directed and used by the 
Utility and Industrial undertakings intended. Testimony 
to the control measures adopted and the general allocat- 
ion procedure has been acknowledged not only by the 
Italian Government but also by independent observers as 
well as the principal Embassies. Weaknesses in the 
last link of the chain of distfibution is liable to ocar 
in any Country, all the more so in a newly formed 
Republic having so many political parties resulting in 
Ministerial changes frequently having to be made. 


In between the periods of reshuffling 
Government posts, leading State officials are disinclined 
to accept responsibility and take remedial measures 
to the standards we are accustomed in this Country. 
This situation has been fully exploited by unscruplous 
opportunists. 


At the same time there are many clear 
thinking Italians anxiously awaiting the re-emergence 
of the United Kingdom as a strong European Power and 
any reasonable demands submitted would be met. I cannot 
imagine that our Embassy is not well awareof what 
has taken place and any call for co-operation from 
the Italian authorities might be strengthened by a 
polite reminder that but for strong British and U.S. 
support at the European Coal Organisation conferences 
in the past Italy's chances of participating in coal 
supplies from the Ruhr at extremely favourable price levels 
would never have been achieved, 
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Would you tell Sir Waldron es 
Smithers that his letter of the . = 
9th June to Sir Orme Sargent (who zm 
is on leave) has been received 2 | 
and has been passed with its 5 
enclosure to the appropriate mn 
department of the office? = 
(Sq) Js h- Pamphnery, : 
Private Secretary. F : 
3 
The Private Secretary 
to 
Sip Waldron Smithers, MeP., 
2 t ; | | ; | v ‘ ; 
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Droff t. ' — a 
The Chancery, The Admiralty are sending to the Flag : oo 
_ Rome. ' | | ue 
Zz Officer Liaison, Italy, a copy of a ; woe 
O a Sees 
o memorandum communicated to them by Sir : 
=> 5 
Waldron Smithers about the black market | $s 
w”) 0 | A 
= . : * : : 2 oO , = a 
= in coal.in Italy and illegal immigration = M“ | 
; = | 
. x = ‘ 
= to Palestine. ° : 
: : e . = : 
Z Sir Waldron Smithers has asked the m : 7 
: ~~ 
fe jAdmiralty to investigate the matter and 2 
ra | o 
> it may therefore be drawn to your 2» 
m 
re) 
a o i 
r attention by F.0.L. 1. We ourselves have 4 
a =) 
0 received a copy of Sir Waldron Smithers' 7 
- | | m 
5 note hut without 4 request for information. g os 
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2Fth Jgune, 1947. 


(B 5150/48/31) 


CONFIDENTIAL. 


Dear Chancery, 


The Admiralty are sending to 
the Flag Officer Liaison, Italy, 
a copy of a memorandum communicated 
to them by Sir Waldron Smithers 
about the black market in coal in 
Italy and illegal immigration to 
Palestine. 


Sir Waldron Smithers has 
asked the Admiralty to investigate 
the matter and it may therefore be 
drawn to your attention by 


FeOoLele We ourselves have 
received a copy of Sir Waldron 
Smithers’ notebut without a request 
for information. | 


Yours ever, 


EASTERN DEPARTMENT. 


The Chancery, 


British Embassy, 
Rome. 
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duaLafay 
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from Sir Waldron Smithers 


Early in 1946 the influx into Itely of refugees mainly from Central ond 
Eastern Europe created additional problems for the Italian authorities, end in 
turn, embarrassed UNRRA, whose Displaced Fersons' Camps were already full. 


In the Vie San Basilio, Rome, there is the office of the American Joint 
Distribution Committee, an organisation set up for facilitating the reesettlanet 
of Jewie From the outset I must make it clear that I have no evidence to 
associate this establishment as pertiedpating or encowraging either directly or 
indirectly, anbarkations te Paleatine. However, from time to time, rumours have 
been rife of the meny activities of this organisation not exactly conductive to 
the promotion of a peaceful settlement of the Falestine problem, 


Publicity has been given to its achlevenents in arranging passages for 
emigrants to South America. Reports have appeared in the Italian Daily 
newspapers and in the American daily, the "Rome American" of embarkations from 
itely of Jewish fomilies with scant possessions, on vessels, mainly motor 
schooners bound for Palestine. Much has been stated of the deplorable 
accommodation coniitions and many of the reports appearing have been phrased in 
terms designed to arouse 


it has been stated that the Sicillien and Ligurian coastel ports are the 
principal points of embarkation and as motor schooners are usually limited in 
bunker storage space, it is not unreasonable to assume that for an outwerd and 
retur voyage involving same 2,000 miles, that oil fuel, galley coal and stores 
are shipped, or were, from stocks held in Ttelye 


the only 00a] and o12 supplics 
+ into the Comtry through the 
as distinct from the U.5. and 


in March 1946 it was reported to me that black-marketing of coal ws talking 
place on a rather extensive soale in the area of Leghorne Previously when 
sitached to Coal Division, Allied Commission, Rome, I had been informed by one 
of the Royal Navy representatives that their coal stocks recently given to the 
italian Navy for minesweeping purposes had not been accounted for satisfactorily 
having regard to the normal rate of offtake, Consequently with this fresh 
complaint I had no alternative course but te request the Italian authorities tc 
investigate ond take preventitive measures. It was not until the following 
November that a really substentiel misdirection of coal was revealed. In that 
instance 1t+ wes alleged that the coal wes ex Wilitery stocks. It was 
confiscated from the black market consignors but no satisfactory explanaticn 
could be obtained as to for whom 1¢ was intended, end the use to which it wuld 
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NOO NOT 


with the Italian Goverment 
to accept delivery ai the various ports and distribute it according to the 
pre-arranged pattern of allocations decided each month in advance with UNRRA, 
As availabilities of coal, due to the frequent U.S. strikes, were constant 
short of requirements it was not umatural that blackemarketing occurred at 
prdces double or treble those of the officially decreed prices. Also, the low 
seale of both salaries ond wages compered with extremely high living costs 
applicable to all workers including Government officials made it {mpossible to 
stamp out irregularities in distribution. 
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In this comection it is fair to point out thet the Italian State 
Railways entrusted with the bulk of the coal distribution Gischarged their 
obligations reasonably well end sny compleints when reported to the senior 
officials were investigated promptly end remedial measure taken. 


Bunker shipments however were the responsibility of the Ministry of 
Merinee From that Deyartaent it was difficult on a number of occasions to 
obtain the fullest perticulers of shipments to vessels with information as 

to the nature of their voyage engagementae UNRRA required this for 

assurance that the supplies brought into the Country were used exclusively 

for the benefit of the Italien economy. Because of the depleted Italian 
Merchant Marine the bunker coal requirements at all ports rarely exoceded 

3% of the total monthly distributicn prog e Although renindersa were 
frequently necessary that information supplied was unduly late or insufficient, 
es all other Ministries were co-operating to the utmost, in view of the 

amal] of coal involved, it was not considered appropriate taking 
this matter te the highest Governnental levels. 


It will be appreciated that UNRRA as en International body could not 
be involved in conflicts of policy of Countries, and all personnel upon 
Joining were pledged te loyally adhere to this during their period of service. 
Persomily, I am satisfied that the bulk of coal imports were directed snd 
used by the Utility and Industrial umlertakings intended. ‘Testimony to the 
Control measures adopted and the general allocation procedure has been 
acknowledged not only hy the Italian Government but also by independent 
obeervers a5 well as the principal Embassies. iealmesses in the last link 
of the chain of distribution is lisble to occur in any Country, all the more 
so in 8 newly formed Republic having so msny political parties resulting in 
Ministerial changes frequently having to be made. 


In between the periods of resiuf'fling Goverment posts, leading State 
officiala are disinclined to acsept responsibility and take remedial om asures 
to the standards we are accustomed in this Country. This situation has been 


fully exploited by unscrupulous opportunists. 


At the same time there are many clear thinking Italians anxiously 
awaiting the reeanergence of the United Kingdom as a strong European Power 
and any reasonable demands submitted would be met. I cannot imagine that 
our Embassy is not well aware of what has taken Place and eny call for 
Goroperation from the Italian authorities might be strengthened by a 
polite reminder that but for strong British and U.S. support at the 
Duropean Coal Organisation conferences in the past Italy's chances of 
perticipating in coal supplies from the Ruhr at extremely favourable price 
levels would never have been achieved, 
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BRITISH EMPASSY 


| | ATHENS 
Koe252 
Bef :46/166/47 


His Britannic Majesty's Embassy present their compliments 
to the Royal Hellenic Ministry for Foreign :ffairs 
reference to the Ministry's Note No 
the vessels “Agies Trias 
the honour to state 
British authorities 
the three vessels in 


ty's Embassy have now been instrueted to state that, 

3 number of veasels bearing the name "Agias Trias" and 
in view of the lack of detailed information concerning the partioular 
vessel of this nenme suspected of engaging in the illegal immigration 
treffic, His Majesty's Government agree that no action against her 
ia possible at the present time, 


Ag regards the vessel “Vassilakia" the latest information 
available to His Majesty's Government indieates that this ahips 
is no longer involved in these illegal activities, 


His Majesty's Egbassy have, hovever, been inatrueted to 
refer a:ain to the case of the *Archangelos® to which His Majesty's 
Government attach much importance. Tris ship ia a motor~vessel 

registered tons and she is registered under 
Her owner is Spiriden Tipaldos, 
has leased her to 
was referred to in gir 
the lat ipril as One of the 
| al immigration traffic, ‘The 
“Archengelos" is s (where her agents are Ginesta 
: ing involved in these 4llezal 
about to sail 
lly, Nis Majesty's Exbassy have 
the Royal Hellenic Government have 
take in regard te the three vessels which formed the 
subject of the Mebassy Note Hge226 of 22nd Mey, 


Wie Britannic Majesty's Babasay avail themselves of thig 


Opportunity to renew to the Royal Nellenic Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs the assurance of their highest consideration, 


4th June 1947. 
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HIS Majesty’s Representative at Rome presents his compliments 
| to the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour to 
transmit herewith copy of the under-mentioned paper. 
| British Embassy, = Co. 
4 ESM 
Rome, 12th gune, _ , 194 7. | | 
; | — « 17, JUN 1947 
Reference to previous despatch: |. a ee 
Te” Foreign Office : Tel. No. 1210, para. 8. 
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~ Name and Date. Subject. 
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in the small "bottle-neck" of the frontier, through which these 
immigrants are obliged to pass, and where Italian resources are 
surely sufficient to the task of stopping them. 


5. You will be aware that the flow of illegal immigration 
to Italy is concentrated in a comparatively small sector of the 
northern frontier. I understand that few illegal entries occur 
from the British zone of Austria (where the authorities have 
taken the strictest measures to prevent them) or from Switzerland 
or metropolitan France. Most of the Jews coneerned, as your 
Ministry in fact pointed out to this Embassy in a memorandum 
dated 10th April, enter the province of Bolzano from the French 
zone of Austria. There are only two passes, i.e. the Resia 
and the Brenner, and one or two subsidiary valleys, which can 
be used for this purpose, and moreover even if the Jews succeed 
in eluding the frontier guards by the use of mountain tracks, 
they sare obliged after a few miles to rejoin the main roads in 
order to continue their journey to the South. 


6. I understand that numbers of Jews who present themselves 
at the frontier are daily turned back, that frontier guards in 
the area have been reinforced and that new road-blocks have 
recently been established. But in spite of such apparent 
precautions large groups of illegal entrants still succeed with 
comparative ease in getting through. several representations 
on this subject have been made to the local authorities by the 
British Consul at Bolzano. {I am informed that these illegal 
entrants empjoy the simplest devices to escape detection. For 
example it is reported that the vehicles which meet them and 
transport them to the South are seen by the guards at road-blocks 
to approach and to return from the frontier empty. In fact, 
the Jews, who board these vehicles at pre-arranged points, 
dismount a short distance before reaching the control posts on 
the main roads, make a detour round these posts on foot, and 
rejoin their vehicles a short distance beyond. Moreover, _ 
vehicles bearing the markings of UNRRA and the AJDC, which are 
employed for this traffic, are allowed to come and go unmolested, 
and no action is taken to confiscate them, although obviously 
either their markings must be forged or else their drivers are 
making improper use of them without any official authority. 


7. This illegal immigration of Jews to Italy even at its 
present rate is serious enough. But unless timely and drastic 
action is taken to meet the threat of organised mass inmigration, 
which I have referred to, it is clear that the situation must 
Bapidly deteriorate. This is a matter in which the interests 
of our two governments most obviously coincide, and I have no 
hesitation therefore in urging that immediate measures be taken 
to render fully effective the present system of frontier control. 
His Majesty's Government have authorised me to say that they will 
strongly support any representations which the. Italian Government 
may wish to make to the authorities in neighbouring countries 
with a view to controlling the movement of Jewish Displaced 
Persons and to coordinating the efforts of officials on both sides 
of the frontier to prevent illegal entry into Italy. 


Believe me, my dear Minister, 


Yours very sincerely 


aduaLafay 


914930 O80938 9118Nd 3HL 4O LHDIYAdOD 


WOONOT 


Last Paper. 
' r ad a: Pd 
sits 


References. 


(Print.) 


(How disposed of.) 


(Action 
completed.) 


/ 

} 

/ 

é 
u 


Last Paper. (Minutes.) 
mo yT sent ACL ol jax E S175 
Esits ‘sen 
= 7 References. g 
= 
~ » 
faa Chyn ° 
| : 
(du z 
p : 
| ° 
= a 2 
3 
4 
°o 
(How disposed of.) mn 
m 
ad 
; 8 
3 
r 4 
(Action 
~ gompleted.) 
| of e 

i, ‘Next Paper. | 

J é : ; . | 

30471 F,O.P. ! 

/ f 

: J / 
y, J : on J ; j oe ry / 
: oe . v : /y o y / May : | y a . 
a, was a aa - fe - r 4 . 


ra 
‘ e 
N+ 
se & 
< 
< 
‘ 
. 
' 
4 
H D 
io ad 
i 
t 
s 
h 
} eo 
a ce 
/ r 
df 
i 
i 
f , i. 


ve} 


| 


No ; A 17 JUN 1947 


37/11/47 ne 
, | LZ... 947 US 


HIS Majesty s Representative at Rome presents his compliments... ee 


to the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour to 


transmit herewith copy of the under-mentioned paper. 


British Embassy 
Rome, 12th June , 194 7. 
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The Jews who continue to enter Italy in organised ; Oo BONEN a 
thern frontiers. a ee , | 7 | 


» i t t com areas are in the 

ican zone of Austria, from whieh group 2 of Jews infiltrate | NG, Oe See | 
into the French zone, and thenee attempt thecerossing into | ge ee re | 

y over the Alpine panses. | a ox 


The authorities of the French sone in Austria, whose | | Eek : 
attention has beon drawn to the alarming aspee ; this | a 


weather, confirm that they have adopted , Oe 
sentrol on the frontiers of the Ampsrican ae : 
ch immigration ia most frequent and systematic. | TOE OE Ok : 


. Sueh meeasurea are, however, frustrated by the refusal of 
the Americans to take back those who succeed eroasing the 
ne into the Prench gone. 


Moreover it is noticeable that the American authorities, 
. obviously are not interested in preventing the influx 
of these refugeer to other sones, exrciae enly very elight 
control on exit from their own. In addition, apart from 
UNRRA, various other welfare committees are allowed to flourish 
under the American occ cocupation. These committees (whieh 
exist for the purpose) help the movement of refugees by 
voviding them with documents, laiccer-pascer ete. and thus 
x the French system of control. 


fhe net result of this state of affaires is that ihe 
French, being unable to return imnigrante who succeed in 
crossing into their zone, tend nateraliy to facilitate thease 
pi omard movement to itely, which is their hebitual 
Zon. | force of police aveilakle onthe Italian ae wee 
side of the Northern frontier is ineufficient to stop this | TREE go | 
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